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7th  General Assembly News: ASPBAE releases 

results of Virtual General Assembly ï new ASPBAE 

Executive Council elected - Read more   

 

 

New Global Alliance 
for Literacy pledges 
partnership and 
innovation to boost 
progress  

Full article  

 

 

Reading the Past, 
Writing the Future  

International Literacy 
Day 2016 

Full article 

 

 

UNESCO: Education 
needs to 
fundamentally 
change if we are to 
reach our global 
development goals   

Launch of the Global 
Education Monitoring  
Report 

Full article 
 

 

ASPBAE-DVV training 
focuses on gender 
inequality &  gender 
mainstreaming in 
policies &  
programmes   

Full article 
 

Sub-Regional News and Views 

South and Central Asia 

UNICEF and Football Federation of Kyrgyzstan join 

efforts to promote the rights of children with disabilities. 

Read more 

ASPBAE and E-Net attend UN Committee on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights Review of 
the Philippines    

The periodic report on the Philippines was adopted by the UN 

Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR) 

during its 59th session held in Geneva. 

Read more   

ȬLifelong Learning in the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development: Implications for Policy 
and Practiceȭ - a UIL think -tank meeting on 
lifelong l earning and the SDGs   

The think-tank meeting was organised to deliberate on the 

operationalisation of lifelong learning as a core framework of SDG 

Goal 4 and the Education 2030 Framework for Action.   

Read more 

Global Report on Adult Learning and Education 
calls on countries to invest in lifelong learning   

Adult learning and education can improve health and well-being, 

employment opportunities, and develop local communities, 

according to the 3rd Global Report on Adult Learning and 

Education (GRALE III). 

Read more 

GCE, ActionAid International, and Education 
International produce educ ation financing 
toolkit    

The education financing toolkit aims to support civil society 

organisations and education activists across low and middle-

income countries to advocate and campaign on issues related to 

financing for education. 

Read more 

Education Commission report leaves out 
attention to financing for adult and youth 
education  

The Global Campaign for Education produced a Policy Brief 

identifying key areas where the International Commission on 

Financing Global Education Opportunity should make 

recommendations.  

Read more 

http://www.aspbae.org/
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Member of the Month Photo of the Month 

Rape Prevention Education (RPE), 

Aotearoa, New Zealand  

Rape Prevention Education (RPE) works to 

prevent sexual violence through the delivery of 

education and health promotion/prevention 

activities.  

 

RPEôs vision is to effectively contribute to creating 

communities free of sexual violence; where people 

enjoy respectful relationships and sexuality, free of 

pressure, coercion, harm, or violence. Its mission 

is to work towards developing partnerships and 

evidence-based prevention activities in community 

services, education, health promotion, research, 

and advocacy that eliminates perpetration and 

experience of sexual violence.  

 

To know more, you can visit the RPE website here. 

    

ASPBAE Lens 

ASPBAE would like to dedicate a space in the Bulletin to showcase photos its staff have taken. We want to feature 

their perception of life around them, the interesting things they see, inspiring moments they observe, and beautiful 

imagery they capture that reflect education and lifelong learning in a myriad different ways and forms, all left to be 

interpreted in our own unique ways. In this edition of the Bulletin, we feature a photo taken by Susmita Choudhury, 

ASPBAEôs Capacity Support and Advocacy Adviser. 

Susmita Choudhury 
ASPBAEôs Capacity Support & Advocacy Adviser 

 

International Literacy Day, which observed its 50th 

anniversary this year, was celebrated around the world 

on 8 September 2016. Here, women are seen at work at 

a womenôs literacy class in rural Timor Leste. 

http://www.aspbae.org/
http://rpe.co.nz/
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SUB-REGIONAL NEWS AND VIEWS 
 

This section of the Bulletin, óSub-Regional News and Viewsô, is dedicated to highlighting news and events from 

each of ASPBAEôs sub-regions ï South and Central Asia, East Asia, Southeast Asia, and the South Pacific. We 

will feature a different sub-region for each issue. For this edition, we highlight a friendly football match between 

the national teams of Kyrgyzstan and the Philippines that was devoted to the rights of children with disabilities.  
 

UNICEF and Football Federation of Kyrgyzstan join efforts to promote the rights of children 

with disabilities  

 6 September 2016, Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan 

 

A friendly football match between the national teams of Kyrgyzstan and Philippines 

took place devoted to the rights of children with disabilities. Earlier this year, UNICEF 

and the Football Federation of Kyrgyzstan (FFKR) launched a partnership to 

promote childrenôs rights Kyrgyzstan. 

 

Before the beginning of the match, President of the Football Federation of 

Kyrgyzstan, Semetei Sultanov, stated, ñWe are very proud to contribute to 

addressing serious and urgent issues faced by the society through our game. 

Football is more than a game.ò 

 

The initiative aimed to draw public attention to the protection of 

childrenôs rights, especially the most vulnerable children, and 

importance of sport and football in childrenôs development. Over two 

million children live in Kyrgyzstan, including 28,000 children with 

disabilities. Far too often, children with disabilities do not have proper 

access to inclusive education and medical services, they are deprived 

of parental care, and face discrimination and exclusion in society.  

 

Apart from children, UNICEF Representative in Kyrgyzstan, Munir 

Mammadzade, attended the match. He said, ñUNICEF works worldwide 

to promote the rights and wellbeing of every child. We at UNICEF want 

that every child is surrounded by love, care, and respect every day. 

Every child, including children with disabilities, have talents and 

abilities. Integration of children with disabilities, support to their families, and inclusive education are important components 

for the development of every society. Sport, and especially football, has a unique power to rehabilitate children with 

disabilities. I believe that football can help us unite for children.ò 

 

Kyrgyzstan ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1994. The Convention is an international agreement, 

which defines how a state and society of each country must implement the rights of persons under 18 and protect them. 

Every child is born with equal rights regardless of nationality, religion, and health. The right to health, education, development, 

and upbringing in a family environment applies to every child, including children with disabilities.  

 

This write-up is a reproduction of an article on the UNICEF website. [BACK] 

 

 

  

http://www.aspbae.org/
http://www.unicef.org/kyrgyzstan/media_29600.html
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THANK YOU AND FAREWELL! 

ASPBAEôs Outgoing Executive 
Council Members (2013-2016) 

ASPBAE releases results of Virtual General Assembly ɀ new 
ASPBAE Executive Council elected 
 
ASPBAEôs virtual General Assembly was convened from 12 to 26 September 

2016. A quorum having been constituted in the Assembly, all uncontested 

nominees for the ASPBAE Executive Council were deemed elected at the close 

of the Virtual GA. 

 

The members of the ASPBAEôs Executive Council for the term 2017-2020 are as 

follows ï 

ASPBAE President Nani Zulminarni (Indonesia) 

Representative for South and Central Asia 
(Female) 

Meenu Vadera (India) 

 

Representative for South and Central Asia 
(Male) 

Ehsanur Rahman (Bangladesh) 

 

Representative for East Asia (Female) Eri Yamamoto (Japan) 

Representative for East Asia (Male)     Batjargal Batkhuyag (Mongolia) 

Representative for Southeast Asia 
(Female) 

Nguyen Thi Kim Anh (Vietnam) 

 

Representative for Southeast Asia (Male) Thein Lwin (Myanmar) 

Representative for South Pacific  (Female) Sashi Kiran Charan (Fiji) 

Representative for South Pacific (Male) Peter-Clinton Isaac Foaese 
(Aotearoa/New Zealand) 

  
ASPBAE thanks and honours the outgoing Executive Council members, led by 

ASPBAE President, Jose Roberto (Robbie) Guevara. Robbie, along with Dominic 

DôSouza and Saloni Singh, Representatives for South Asia; Dina Lumbantobing, 

Representative for South East Asia; and Timote Vaioleti, Representative from the 

South Pacific, served in the Executive for 8 eventful and highly successful years; 

Naomi Kamijo, Representative for East Asia, served for 4 of these. The outgoing 

Executive presided over a very meaningful commemoration of ASPBAEôs 50th 

anniversary and competently took on the challenge of harnessing ASPBAEôs 

experience and strengths in enabling a strong civil society contribution in the new 

global education agenda that is rights-based, promotes equity, inclusion, and 

quality education within a lifelong learning framework.   

 

ASPBAE congratulates the new Executive Council and extends its best wishes 

in their meeting the challenges to come. Theirs is the huge task to consolidate 

the gains won and ensure that the commitment to óEnsuring Equitable and 

Inclusive Quality Education and Promote Lifelong learning opportunities for all by 

2030ô is surely and fully met. 

 

The outgoing and incoming Executive Council will have an opportunity to meet 

with the ASPBAE membership to discuss ASPBAEôs work and future directions, 

during the Regional Workshop on ASPBAEôs Strategic Directions, 20-21 

November 2016 in Bangkok, Thailand. They will also convene on 22 November 

for an induction/turnover meeting. [BACK] 

Jose Roberto 

(Robbie) Guevara, 

ASPBAE 

President 

(Will be Immediate 

Past President in 

next Executive from 

2017-2018) 

Saloni Singh, 

Representative for 

South Asia 

Dominic DôSouza, 

Representative for 

South Asia 

Dina 

Lumbantobing, 

Representative 

for Southeast 

Asia 

Timote Vaioleti, 

Representative 

for the South 

Pacific 

Naomi Kamijo, 

Representative for 

East Asia 

http://www.aspbae.org/
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Rene Raya represented ASPBAE 

in the series of meeting convened 

by UN CESCR and the 

Philippines government. Addie 

Unsi of E -Net Philippines 

represented the Philippine 

education coalition in the 

meetings.  

 

 

 

 

 

ASPBAE and E-Net attend UN Committee on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights Review of the Philippines   
26-28 September 2016, Geneva, Switzerland 

 

The UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR), in its 

Concluding Observations on the periodic report on the Philippines, recommended 

key measures to strengthen the public education sector and ensure the right of 

all to quality education. The Committee asked the Philippine Government to - 

ñStrengthen its public education sector, through including increasing the budget 

allocated to primary and secondary education, with a view to improving access 

to and the quality of primary and secondary education for all, without hidden 

costs, particularly for children of low income families and children living in the 

rural areas.ò 

 

The report, released on 11 October 2016, was adopted by the Committee during 

its 59th Session held in Geneva, following the constructive dialogue it held with 

Philippine government representatives from 28-29 September 2016. Several 

NGOs and international organisations also attended the series of meetings and 

presented their respective alternative reports to the Committee. Rene Raya 

represented ASPBAE in the series of meetings convened by the UN CESCR 

while Addie Unsi, E-Netôs National Coordinator, represented the Philippine 

education coalition in these meetings. Lucy Mckernan of the Global Initiative for 

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (GI-ESCR) supported the delegation in the 

lobby engagement with the UN committee.  

 

In its concluding observations, the CESCR expressed concern about the 

ñinsufficient level of resources dedicated by the Philippine government to finance 

school facilities and qualified teachers, and to ensuring the effective enjoyment 

of the right to free primary and secondary education for all.ò The Committee 

further notes the ñdiscriminatory access to education, particularly for 

disadvantaged and marginalized children,ò arising from the imposition of top-up 

fees to cover the full cost of private education, and the ñlack of regulation by State 

authorities on these (private) schools.ò 

 

In its recommendations, the Committee cited the need for regulation of private 

schools according to relevant guidelines. In particular, it asked the State party to 

ñreview the Education Service Contracting scheme to address its adverse 

impacts on the right to education of disadvantaged and marginalised children and 

their parentsò and to ñimprove access to inclusive education for children with 

disabilities.ò 

 
The Committee further recommended the implementation of the 2030 

Sustainable Development Agenda and the creation of ñindependent 

mechanismsò to monitor the SDG progress. It called for ñparticipation, 

accountability, and non-discriminationò in the SDG implementation to ensure that 

ñno one is left behind in the process.ò Finally, the Committee ñencourages the 

State party to engage non-government organisations and other members of civil 

society in the follow up to the present concluding observations.ò 

 

 

UN CESCR, in its concluding 

observations, asked the Philippine 

government to look into the operation of 

the private sector in education and 

recommended a strong public education 

system. 

In its concluding observations, the CESCR 

expressed concern about the ñinsufficient 

level of resources dedicated by the 

Philippine government to finance school 

facilities and qualified teachers, and to 

ensuring the effective enjoyment of the 

right to free primary and secondary 

education for all.ò 

http://www.aspbae.org/
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=E/C.12/PHL/CO/5-6&Lang=En
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E-Net Philippines and ASPBAE jointly submitted a parallel report to the UN 

Committee earlier this year. The report discussed the major gaps that infringe on 

the right to education, particularly on the huge number of out-of-school children 

and youth, the inadequate investment in education which tends to discriminate 

against the poor and excluded groups, and the rising privatisation and 

commercialisation of education in the country.  

 

In his presentation to the Committee during the formal meeting with NGOs, Addie 

Unsi, National Coordinator of E-Net Philippines, expressed concern about the 

ñselective admission policies and practices of private education providers which 

discriminate against the poor, those with disabilities, the indigenous peoples, and 

low-performing students.ò He recommended the implementation of ñeffective 

regulation and monitoring of private education providers in view of the potential 

wide-ranging impact of the commercialization of education on the enjoyment of 

the right to education.ò  

 

Earlier in June 2016, the UN Human Rights Council adopted a landmark 
resolution during its 32nd regular session, urging all States to ñaddress any 
negative impacts of the commercialization of education,ò in particular, by putting 
in place a regulatory framework and by monitoring private education providers.  
 
Citing this resolution, Rene Raya of ASPBAE reiterated to Committee members 
the adverse impact of commercialisation of education, noting that 
ñcommercialisation is not just about profits. It cannibalizes and undermines the 
public education system and engenders segregation in society.ò 
 
In the last three years, UN treaty bodies, including the CESCR and the Committee 
on the Rights of the Child (CRC), have articulated serious concern about the 
rising commercialisation of education in several countries in Africa, Latin America, 
and Asia. They have called the attention of State Parties to look into the 
discriminatory practices of private actors in education and the segregation of 
students and learners based on gender, economic status, and ethnicity. The UN 
has also called the attention of development agencies and warned against 
providing financial aid to private schools in developing countries.  
 
Privatisation and commercialisation of education is a serious concern confronting 

many countries across Asia and the Pacific. ASPBAE has consistently taken up 

this challenge and asserts that education is a basic right that is mandated under 

international law and guaranteed by the national constitutions of many countries. 

The Sustainable Development Goals, particularly goal 4 on education, affirms this 

right and calls for a strong public education system to deliver on the key education 

targets that must be met by 2030. [BACK] 

 

 

 

 

 

Bulletin continued on next pageé 

 

  

E-Net Philippines and ASPBAE submitted 

a parallel report to the UN Committee 

discussing, amongst other things, gaps 

that infringe on the right to education, 

particularly on the huge number of out-of-

school children and youth. 

In his presentation to the UN Committee, 

Addie Unsi of E-Net Philippines expressed 

concern about the ñselective admission 

policies and practices of private education 

providers which discriminate against the 

poor, those with disabilities, the 

indigenous peoples, and low-performing 

students.ò 

http://www.aspbae.org/
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ȬLifelong Learning in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development: Implications for Policy and Practice ȭ - a UIL 
Think -Tank meeting on l ifelong learning a nd the SDGs   
27-28 September 2016, Hamburg, Germany 

 

ASPBAE participated in the 3rd Third Think-Tank Meeting on Lifelong Learning 

convened by the UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning (UIL) in Hamburg. The 

meeting was organised to offer a platform to deliberate on the operationalisation 

of lifelong learning as a core framework of SDG Goal 4 and the Education 2030 

Framework for Action. Around 30 experts from governments, civil society, 

universities and research institutes, UNESCO and the UN system, notably the 

World Health Organisation (WHO) and the International Labour Organisation 

(ILO), participated in the meeting.  

 

The discussions, in the main, were structured along the following areas ï (1) an 

analytical overview of the development of the concept of Lifelong learning (LLL); 

(2) LLL in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and in Education 2030; 

3) a review of LLL policies and strategies; and 4) Monitoring and evaluating LLL.  

 

Participants highlighted the importance of broadening the understanding of LLL 

as they relate and respond to highly diverse historical and contextual realities in 

the different parts of the world. Several participants argued for the need to 

promote a wide conception of lifelong learning ï ófrom cradle to graveô, 

appreciating education throughout a whole lifespan and encompassing a wide 

range of education modes and settings - formal, non-formal, informal. Several 

observed that lifelong learning tended to be understood and interpreted in a far 

more limited way ï different stages of formal education i.e. early child education, 

primary, secondary, and tertiary education. The current financing frameworks for 

the new 2030 agenda is indicative and/or contributory to this, having been 

consistent in their exclusion of youth and adult literacy and non-formal education 

in their discourse.  

 

Peter Mayo, from the University of Malta, reminded on the strong neo-liberal 

influences on how lifelong learning is understood and promoted. He noted that 

the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) and EU 

stress on ólearningô over óeducationô is a ñfar from innocent discursive shiftò where 

ñemphasis began to be placed less on structures of education provision and more 

on individuals taking charge of their learningò. Increasingly, education and 

learning had also become seen as an óindividualô rather than a ósocialô 

responsibility with the whole process of learning seen in economistic/ 

consumption terms rather than as a public good. The role of the State has been 

much minimised with the market becoming more dominant. The SDG 4 and 

UNESCOôs articulation of LLL opens a great potential to advance a wider 

understanding of lifelong learning ï to situate its value and role in promoting 

overall ówell-beingô of people and communities (not just economic ends); in 

asserting the social value of education and learning ï valuing people as relational 

beings within wider communities, ecosystems and óecologiesô. 

The UIL think-tank meeting on lifelong 

learning was organised to deliberate on 

the operationalisation of lifelong learning 

as a core framework of SDG Goal 4 and 

the Education 2030 Framework for Action. 

Participants of the meeting argued for the 

need to promote a wide conception of 

lifelong learning, appreciating education 

throughout a whole lifespan and 

encompassing a wide range of education 

modes and settings - formal, non-formal, 

informal. 

ASPBAE President Jose Roberto Guevara 

and Secretary-General, Maria Khan, 

participated in the think-tank meeting that 

brought together experts from 

governments, civil society, universities, 

research institutes, and the UN system. 

http://www.aspbae.org/
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The participants also underscored the need to encourage sector-wide and inter-

sectoral collaboration in the conception and implementation of lifelong learning 

policies, strategies, and programmes.  

 

On the discussions related to the evaluation and monitoring of lifelong learning, 

the participants underscored the need to develop relevant indicators for LLL. 

Many agreed that existing education indicators are often easier to apply to formal 

education, and that non-formal and informal learning tends to be more difficult to 

measure. An important point emerging from the meeting was therefore the need 

for indicators to measure learning in non-formal and informal settings. 

 

Aaron Benavot, Director of the Global Education Monitoring Report (GEMR), 

further underlined that most monitoring has focused on effective demand of LLL 

and less on the actual supply of LLL opportunities. Much more also needs to be 

done to monitor affordability and quality. Understanding that LLL plays out 

differently in the diverse contexts of the world, he proposed that perhaps regional 

organisations have a role to play in facilitating consensus around contested 

concepts and indicator development in lifelong learning. 

 

In conclusion, participants of the Think-Tank Meeting drafted a set of 

recommendations for policymakers seeking to harness the potential of lifelong 

learning to achieve the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. These 

recommendations will be published by UIL in a forthcoming policy brief. There will 

also be a special issue of the International Review of Education, Journal of 

Lifelong Learning (IRE) focusing on the implementation and monitoring of lifelong 

learning in the 2030 Agenda for Development to be edited by its guest editors, 

Leona English, and Arne Carlsen, Director of UIL.  

 

ASPBAE Secretary-General, Maria Khan, and ASPBAE President, Jose Roberto 

Guevara, represented ASPBAE in the 3rd Think Tank Meeting on Lifelong 

Learning. 

 

Awarding of the 2016 UIL Honorary Fellows 

This 3rd Think-Tank Meeting also offered the occasion for UIL to award Honorary 

Fellowships to seven distinguished scholars and practitioners who have made 

outstanding contributions to international lifelong learning, adult and continuing 

education, literacy and non-formal basic education. The 2016 Honorary Fellows 

are Maria Lourdes Almazan Khan, Leona English, Heribert Hinzen, Raafat 

Radwan, Kjell Rubenson, Alan Tuckett, and Shirley Walters.  

 

Addressing the awardees at the conferral ceremony on 28 September, UIL 

Director, Arne Carlsen, said, ñYour contribution has made a remarkable 

difference in shaping the work of UIL over the years. All of you have, in your own 

ways, touched the lives of many people and helped create more understanding 

and awareness of lifelong learning. We are honoured that you continue to share 

your knowledge and expertise with UIL and the world.ò 

 

This article includes excerpts from óRethinking Lifelong Learning in the Context 

of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Developmentô at the UIL website. [BACK] 

Participants stressed the need to develop 

relevant indicators for lifelong learning. An 

important emphasis was the need for 

indicators to measure learning in non-

formal and informal settings. 

At the end of the meeting, participants 

drafted recommendations for 

policymakers seeking to harness the 

potential of lifelong learning to achieve the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

ASPBAEôs Maria Khan, Heribert Hinzen of 

DVV International, and Alan Tuckett and 

Shirley Walters of the International 

Council of Adult Education (ICAE) were 

amongst the UIL Honorary Fellow 

awardees.  

http://www.aspbae.org/
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The three  Vice Chairs of the 

Executive Management Bureau  

are - Gugulethu Ndebele  (South 

Africa), Maria Helena Guimarães 

de Castro (Brazil), and Maria 

Khan ( GCE/ASPBAE).  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

New Global Alliance for Literacy pledges partnership and 
innovation to boost progress   
8-9 September 2016, Paris, France 

 
The world has become a more literate place with rates going up from 56% in 1956 

to 85% in 2015, but there still exist 758 million adults who cannot read or write a 

simple sentence and 250 million children of school-going age who are not 

acquiring basic literacy and foundational skills. 

 

The Global Alliance for Literacy within the Framework of Lifelong Learning (GAL), 

launched by UNESCO Director-General Irina Bokova as part of International 

Literacy Day, was born from deep concern expressed at the UN General 

Assembly in 2013 at the fact that the worldôs literacy agenda remained unfinished. 

 

The initiative, coordinated by the UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning (UIL) in 

Hamburg, is composed of a group of committed partners, including countries, 

regional entities, donors, the private sector, civil society organisations, 

foundations, associations, experts, and others. It is facilitated and advised by a 

Core Group, led by UNESCO, and comprising eighteen members elected by 

UNESCOôs six electoral groups. The Core Group elects and nominates members 

of the Executive Management Bureau, who will coordinate GALôs efforts to 

support progress in Member States. 

 

A GAL Core Group Meeting, held from 8-9 September 2016, elected its Executive 

Management Bureau. Kandia Kamissoko Camara, Minister of Education, Côte 

d'Ivoire, will represent Member States in her role as Co-Chair. She will work 

together with the other Co-Chair, Arne Carlsen, Director of UIL, who will represent 

UNESCO. 

 

The newly-elected Executive Management Bureau has three Vice-Chairs ï (1 ) 

Gugulethu Ndebele, Chief Executive Officer of Save the Children South Africa; 

(2) Maria Helena Guimarães de Castro, Brazilian Deputy Minister of Education; 

and (3) Maria Khan, Secretary-General, ASPBAE. Maria represents the Global 

Campaign for Education (GCE), while Guimarães de Castro and Maria will report 

GALôs activities to the SDG 4 ï Education 2030 Steering Committee, of which 

Guimarães de Castro is a member and Maria Vice-Chair. 

 

In addition, Her Royal Highness Princess Laurentien of the Netherlands, 

UNESCO Special Envoy on Literacy for Development, is an Honorary Member of 

the GAL Executive Management Bureau, while Dr. Dan Wagner, the UNESCO 

Chair in Learning and Literacy, has been confirmed as Special Advisor to GAL. 

 

This write-up includes excerpts from write-ups appearing on the UNESCO 

website and UIL website. [BACK] 

 
 
 
 
Bulletin continued on next pageé 

The Global Alliance for Literacy within the 

Framework of Lifelong Learning (GAL) was 

born from the concern expressed at the 

UN General Assembly (2013) that the 

worldôs literacy agenda remained 

unfinished. 

A GAL Core Group Meeting elected its 

Executive Management Bureau. Kandia 

Kamissoko Camara, Minister of Education, 

Côte d'Ivoire, will represent Member States 

in her role as Co-Chair.  

http://www.aspbae.org/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/events/prizes-and-celebrations/celebrations/international-days/literacy-day/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/events/prizes-and-celebrations/celebrations/international-days/literacy-day/
https://uil.unesco.org/about-the-institute
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/new_global_alliance_for_literacy_pledges_partnership_and_inn/#.V_39T-B97IU
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/media-services/single-view/news/new_global_alliance_for_literacy_pledges_partnership_and_inn/#.V_39T-B97IU
http://www.uil.unesco.org/literacy-and-basic-skills/moving-forward-global-alliance-literacy-within-framework-lifelong-learning
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Reading the Past, Writing the Future  
International Literacy Day 2016 ï 50th anniversary 

8 September 2016 

 
ñThe world has changed since 1966 ï but our determination to provide every 

woman and man with the skills, capacities and opportunities to become 

everything they wish, in dignity and respect, remains as firm as ever. Literacy is 

a foundation to build a more sustainable future for all.ò -  UNESCO Director-

General, Irina Bokova. 

 

This year marks the 50th anniversary of International Literacy Day and UNESCO 

celebrated it under the banner óReading the Past, Writing the Futureô. 

International Literacy Day 2016 celebrated and honoured the past five decades 

of national and international engagement, efforts, and progress made to increase 

literacy rates around the world. It also addressed current challenges and looked 

to innovative solutions to further boost literacy in the future. 

 

Fifty years ago, UNESCO officially proclaimed 8 September International Literacy 

Day to actively mobilise the international community and to promote literacy as 

an instrument to empower individuals, communities, and societies. 

 

Now International Literacy Day is celebrated worldwide, bringing together 

governments, multi and bilateral organisations, NGOs, private sectors, 

communities, teachers, learners, and experts in the field. On this day also 

International Literacy Prizes are awarded to people with outstanding solutions 

that can drive literacy towards achieving the 2030 Education Agenda. This year 

the focus was on innovation. 

 

This is the first year of implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development. In this context, the vision of literacy is aligned with lifelong learning 

opportunities with special focus on youth and adults. Literacy is a part of 

Sustainable Development Goal 4, which aims to ñensure inclusive and equitable 

quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for allò. The target 

is that by 2030, all youth and a substantial proportion of adults, both men and 

women, achieve literacy and numeracy (SDG Target 4.6). 

 

International Literacy Day was celebrated all around the world. The main global 

celebration of the day took place at UNESCO Headquarters, Paris, in the form of 

a two-day conference from 8-9 September, the highlight of which was the 

awarding of the Literacy Prizes. There are two UNESCO International Literacy 

Prizes awarded every year in recognition of excellence and innovation in literacy 

throughout the world, the UNESCO King Sejong Literacy Prize and the UNESCO 

Confucius Prize for Literacy. This year, from Asia, óBooks for rural areas of 

Vietnamô, a programme of the Centre for Knowledge Assistance and Community 

Developmentôs programme (Vietnam), and the óPatani Malay-Thai Bi/Multilingual 

Education Projectô programme of the Research Institute for Languages and 

Cultures of Asia of the Mahidol University (Thailand) won the UNESCO King 

Sejong Literacy Prize. The winner from Asia of the UNESCO King Sejong Literacy 

This year marks the 50th anniversary of 

International Literacy Day that celebrated 

and honoured the past five decades of 

national and international engagement, 

efforts, and progress made to increase 

literacy rates around the world. 

UNESCO Literacy Prize Winners 2016 

http://www.aspbae.org/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/education/themes/education-building-blocks/literacy/literacy-prizes/unesco-king-sejong-prize/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/education/themes/education-building-blocks/literacy/literacy-prizes/unesco-confucius-prize/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/education/themes/education-building-blocks/literacy/literacy-prizes/unesco-confucius-prize/
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Prize was the Jan Shikshan Sansthan organisation in Kerala (India) for its 

programme, óVocational and Skill Development for Sustainable Developmentô. 

 

The Global Alliance for Literacy (GAL) was also launched, a new and ambitious 

initiative to make all major stakeholders pull together to promote literacy as a 

foundation for lifelong learning. 

 

This article contains excerpts from a write-up on International Literacy Day that 

appeared on the UNESCO website. [BACK] 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Global Report on Adult Learning and Education calls on 
countries to invest in lifelong learning   
8 September 2016 

 

Adult learning and education can improve health and well-being, employment 

opportunities, and develop local communities, according to the third Global 

Report on Adult Learning and Education (GRALE III), produced by UNESCOôs 

Institute for Lifelong Learning (UIL).  

 

The main objective of the report, launched on the 50th anniversary of International 

Literacy Day, was to take stock of countriesô progress in implementing 

commitments to adult learning and education (ALE) made at the 2009 

International Conference on Adult Education (CONFINTEA VI). 

 

The study, drawing on 139 countriesô response to the GRALE III survey, showed 

that most States have made progress in ALE policy development, governance, 

financing, quality, and reach since 2009. Furthermore, 124 countries consider 

that ALE has had a strong impact on health and well-being, active citizenship, 

social cohesion, diversity, and tolerance. GRALE III also makes a case for the 

major contribution that ALE could bring to meeting the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development. 

 

In the reportôs foreword, UNESCO Director-General, Irina Bokova, said that, ñIn 

GRALE III, policy makers will find high quality evidence to support policies, 

strategies, and budgets. Stakeholders will find compelling arguments for how 

adult learning and education promotes sustainable development, healthier 

societies, better jobs, and more active citizenship.ò 

 

Director of UIL, Arne Carlsen, further explained that, ñCountries increasingly see 

ALE as an integral part of lifelong learning policies and part of a holistic, inter-

sectoral sustainable development agenda to offer multiple benefits and have a 

lasting impact. However, better data is required on participation in non-formal 

ALE and its resultsò. 

 

According to the report, 75% of countries registered a substantial improvement 

in their adult learning and education legislation thanks to greater awareness of 

the potential of ALE since 2009. Sixty per cent of countries, moreover, reported 

overall increases in ALE participation rates over the same period. 

 

The 3rd Global Report on Adult Learning 

and Education (GRALE III) highlights that 

adult learning and education can improve 

health and well-being, employment 

opportunities, and develop local 

communities.  

http://www.aspbae.org/
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/events/prizes-and-celebrations/celebrations/international-days/literacy-day/
http://uil.unesco.org/system/files/grale-3.pdf
http://uil.unesco.org/system/files/grale-3.pdf















