


Education and Lifelong learning have been accepted as 
key to achieve the global agenda to end poverty, 
protect the planet, and ensure prosperity for all as 
articulated in the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), which have their genesis in the broad-based, 
multi-stakeholder process with the strong 
involvement of civil society. 

Of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals, SDG 4 is on 
ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ άEnsure inclusive and quality 
education for all and promote lifelong learningέΦ {5D 
4 is a strong, ambitious agenda on education being 
rights-based, humanistic, universal, promoting a 
lifelong learning framework, and offering a strong 
commitment to equity, inclusion, and quality. 



In the given changing contexts 
across the globe and in the Asia 
Pacific region, there is unity on 
education being the driving force 
to enabling people and 
communities to confront the 
human development, economic, 
social, political, and environmental 
sustainability challenges they face, 
to transform their conditions, and 
better their lives.  



Across the Asia Pacific, efforts have been 
made to concretisethe agreed SDG 4 
targets and pursue the education 
agenda in its full spirit and intention, 
within the specific realities of the 
countries and communities.  Efforts are 
being undertaken at the regional and 
global levels as well to mobilise the 
necessary resources to enable all 
stakeholders, especially governments as 
duty bearers, to deliver the agreed 
targets on education and lifelong 
learning by 2030. 


