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Identifying policy 
challenges hampering 
progress towards 
global education 
targets and 
commitments  

Full article  

 

Re-imagining 
approaches to 
inclusive education  

SEAMEO INNOTECH 
15th International 
Conference 

Full article 

 

Addressing progress 
towards gender 
equality in education  

6th Gender Review of the 
Global Education 
Monitoring (GEM) Report 

Full article 
 

 

UNESCO and ASPBAE 
produce video on 
young rural women 
leading educational 
reform   

Full article 

 

Executive Council 
plans way forward for 
!30"!%ȭÓ ÕÐÃÏÍÉÎÇ 
initiatives   

Full article 

Widening understanding, creating inter -
linkages, and identifying barriers to sustainable 
development      

This write-up captures the discussions and main assertions of the    
Asia-Pacific People's Forum on Sustainable Development 
(Peopleôs Form), and the Fifth Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable 
Development (APFSD) 2018. 

Read more   

Civil society welcomes a positive step forward for 
education at the Global Partnership for 
Education (GPE) Financing Conference  

Civil society organisations, as with all other stakeholders, 

welcomed the positive outcomes of the GPE Financing 

Conference.  Donors pledged $2.3 billion to the GPE fund. 

Read more 

What next for the Global Partnership for 
Education after a transformative replenishment?   

A blog by David Archer, Head of Education, ActionAid  

Read more 

Supporting community learning centres raise 
awareness on Education for Sustainable 
Development  

UNESCOôs Third Expert Meeting for the project, óPromoting 

Community-Based Education for Sustainable Developmentô   
further developed prototype modules for training trainers for 

community-based Education for Sustainable Development (ESD). 

Read more 

ASPBAE welcomes Kilala Devette-Chee to its 
Executive Council  

ASPBAE is pleased to announce the appointment of Kilala 

Devette-Chee as ASPBAEôs South Pacific female representative 

to its Executive Council for the period 2017-2020 with effect on 7 

February 2018.  

Read more 

http://www.aspbae.org/
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Member of the Month Photo of the Month 

Youth Action Nepal  

Youth Action Nepal (YOAC) is a leading national 

youth organisation committed in the field of youth 

and development issues. YOAC prioritises the 

essence of youth participation for sustainable and 

holistic development. The organisation focuses on 

the issues of Safe Migration and Rights of Migrant 

Workers, Human Rights, Democracy and Youth 

Participation, Peace and Social Harmony, and 

Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights 

(SRHR).  

 

YOAC helped to raise and frame the National 

Youth Policy in Nepal in 2010. Visit the YOAC 

website to know more. 

    

ASPBAE Lens 

ASPBAE would like to dedicate a space in the Bulletin to showcase photos its staff have taken. We want to feature 

their perception of life around them, the interesting things they see, inspiring moments they observe, and beautiful 

imagery they capture that reflect education and lifelong learning in a myriad different ways and forms, all left to be 

interpreted in our own unique ways. In this edition of the Bulletin, we feature a photo taken by Rene Raya, 

ASPBAEôs Lead Policy Analyst. 

 

 

 

 

Rene 
Raya 
Lead 
Policy 

Analyst 
 

 
 

 

International Womenôs Day was celebrated on 8 
March. This yearôs theme was óTime is Now: Rural 
and urban activists transforming womenôs livesô 

http://www.aspbae.org/
http://youthaction.org.np/
http://youthaction.org.np/
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REGIONAL/SUB-REGIONAL NEWS AND VIEWS 
 

This section of the Bulletin is dedicated to highlighting news and events from the Asia South Pacific region or each 

of ASPBAEôs sub-regions ï South and Central Asia, East Asia, Southeast Asia, and the South Pacific. For this 

edition and on the occasion of International Womenôs Day (8 March), we highlight a statistical snapshot of gender 

equality in the Asia Pacific.  
 

Gender equality in Asia Pacific education: International Womenôs Day 2018 statistical snapshot  

 

This yearôs International Womenôs Day theme, óTime is now: 

Rural and urban activists transforming womenôs livesô, calls for 

actions to empower rural women. Education is essential to 

these efforts. 

 

Ensuring that girls and boys stay in school and benefit equally 

from quality education drove the Education for All movement 

and the international community again made this a priority in 

the Sustainable Development Goal 4-Education 2030 Agenda. 

 

How is the Asia Pacific responding to this call? Despite 

significant progress over past decades, girls and women from 

disadvantaged backgrounds continue to lag behind in 

education in the Asia Pacific. 

 

 

Below are some statistical trends that reflect the reality of women in education in the Asia Pacific ï 

 

Increasing number of females participating in education today 

While challenges remain, we can also point to major advances in expanding educationôs reach in Asia-Pacific. For example, 

according to the UNESCO Institute for Statistics (UIS), the number of girls and women who have gained access to education 

in the region increased substantially from 2000 to 2016. During that time, the number of female out-of-school children, 

adolescents, and youth of primary and secondary school age in the region dropped by 67 million. In 2016, 453 million girls 

and women were studying from pre-primary to tertiary education in the region. 

 

Participation in pre-primary to tertiary education was generally in favour of males across the Asia Pacific in 2000, according 

to the gender parity index of the gross enrolment ratio in the region. As the number of females going to school increased, 

gender parity was reached in Central Asia and East Asia and the Pacific in 2016. In fact, female enrolments increased in 

tertiary education by 41 million between 2000 and 2016, resulting in participation levels in this area being in favour of females 

in many parts of the region today. 

 

Rural females have regionôs lowest youth literacy rates 

Although more girls and women in the region are able to access educational opportunities, females are still at a disadvantage, 

particularly those in rural areas. 

 

Looking at literacy levels among youth ï the percentage of people aged 15-24 who can read a simple sentence ï illustrates 

this disparity. Females in rural areas lag behind those from other socio-economic backgrounds. For example, in Pakistan,  

 

Girls and women from disadvantaged backgrounds continue 
to lag behind in education in the Asia Pacific. 

http://www.aspbae.org/
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86% of young males in rural areas were literate 

compared to only 52% of young females in rural areas. 

Likewise, in Timor-Leste, 79% of young women in rural 

areas were literate, which is below the national average 

of 86%.  
 

Advocating for girlsô education with data 

While more girls and women are in school today in the 

Asia Pacific than ever before, we cannot afford to be 

complacent. Efforts must continue to ensure all children 

ï girls and boys ï have access to education, including 

the regionôs 61 million out-of-school female children, 

adolescents, and youth. Disaggregated data reveal that 

females continue to face higher barriers to education 

than males in rural villages. 

 

Data present evidence to show where girls and women 

remain at a disadvantage and help guide our support to 

where it is needed most in the pursuit of gender equality. 

 

 

 

This write-up is a reproduction of an article appearing on the UNESCO Bangkok website. [BACK] 

 

  

Although more girls and women in the region are able to access 
educational opportunities, females are still at a disadvantage, 

particularly those in rural areas 

http://www.aspbae.org/
http://bangkok.unesco.org/content/gender-equality-asia-pacific-education-international-women%E2%80%99s-day-2018-statistics-snapshot
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In preparation for the High Level 

Political Forum  to be held in New 

York in July 2018 , ESCAP 

convened the Fifth Asia Pacific 

Forum on Sustainable 

Development  (APFSD), which was 

preceded by the Asia Pacific 

People's Forum on Sustainable 

Development  (Peopleõs Forum 

2018). 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Widening understanding, creating inter -linkages, and 
identifying barriers to sustainable development  
Asia-Pacific People's Forum on Sustainable Development (Peopleôs Form) 2018; 

Fifth Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development (APFSD) 2018 

25-27 March 2018; 28-20 March 2018; Bangkok, Thailand 

 

The High Level Political Forum is the United Nations platform to follow up and 

review the progress of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. In 2018, 

its theme is ñTransformation towards sustainable and resilient societiesò with 

focus on the Goals 6 (clean water and sanitation), 7 (affordable and clean 

energy), 11 (sustainable cities and communities, 12 (responsible consumption 

and production, 15 (life on earth) and 17 (partnership for the Goals). 

 

In preparation for the HLPF to be held in the UN Headquarters in New York in 

July 2018, the UN Economic and Social Commission in Asia and Pacific (ESCAP) 

convened the Fifth Asia Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development (APFSD) 

from 28-30 March 2018. The APFSD was preceded by the Asia Pacific People's 

Forum on Sustainable Development (APPFSD/People's Forum 2018) which was 

organised by the Asia Pacific Regional Civil Society Engagement Mechanism 

(APRCEM) in collaboration with UNESCAP and UN Environment.  

 

Asia Pacific People's Forum on Sustainable Development (Peoples' Forum) 

25-27 March 2018, Bangkok, Thailand 

 

The Asia Pacific Civil Society Forum on Sustainable Development, or the 

Peopleôs Forum, with the theme, 'Defending the Environment and Redefining 

Resilience: Our Collective Actions for Development Justice', was a space for civil 

society organisations (CSOs) to work together and consolidate their positions and 

recommendations for a regional sustainable development agenda. Asia Pacific 

CSOs from different sectors and countries explored common ground and actions, 

developed common messages, and coordinated strategies for more effective 

participation in the national, regional, and global intergovernmental processes on 

sustainable development.  

 

The aims of the Peopleôs Forum were to - 

1. Foster the sharing and learning from the variety of experiences of 

organisations and constituencies and to enhance capacities of civil 

society participants on sustainable development at the national, regional, 

and global levels. It also aimed to enhance capacities on the 

opportunities and modalities for engaging these processes, including 

identifying and dealing with key systemic issues/barriers to the 

achievement of sustainable development. 

2. Help build an understanding of sustainable development as a 

comprehensive whole with strong inter-linkages across its various 

dimensions and components; therefore, to also link the work of various 

other CSO campaigns, peoplesô movements, grassroot constituencies, 

and scientific and academic communities across national borders. 

The theme of the Peopleôs Forum was 
'Defending the Environment and 

Redefining Resilience: Our Collective 
Actions for Development Justiceô. CSOs 

came together and consolidated their 
recommendations for a regional 

sustainable development agenda. 

http://www.aspbae.org/
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Asia Pacific CSOs from different 

sectors and countries explored 

common ground and actions, 

developed common messages, and 

coordinated strategies for more 

effective participation in the 

national, regional, and global 

intergovernmental processes on 

sustainable development.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Dialogue on the structure and content of the APFSD with its theme, 

óTransformation towards sustainable and resilient societies in Asia and 

Pacificô, as well as formulate joint positions, and strategise interventions 

at the APFSD, High-Level Political Forum. 

4. Reflect on the work of Asia Pacific Regional CSO Engagement 

Mechanism (APRCEM) and agree on joint actions and follow-up to civil 

society positions adopted to strengthen and support each otherôs ideas, 

plans, and actions across national borders. 

 

Approximately 250 civil society participants from the Pacific, East/North Asia, 

North/Central Asia, South/Southwest Asia, and Southeast Asia participated in the 

Peopleôs Forum. The different constituencies represented at the Forum were 

NGOs, women, youth, members of social and community enterprise initiatives, 

farmers, trade unions/workers, representatives from the field of science and 

technology, indigenous people, urban poor, migrants, persons with disabilities, 

people living and affected by HIV/AIDS, representatives of the LGBTI community, 

older people, people affected with conflict and disasters, fisherfolks, and local 

authorities.  

 

Through 7 thematic plenary sessions and 24 parallel workshops clustered under 

4 themes, the Peopleôs Forum generated discussions and widened the 

understanding on relevant SDG targets. The themes of the plenary sessions were 

- Systematic Barriers in Achieving Transformation; Relevance of SDGs to our 

Lives; Means of Implementation; Achieving Development Justice within Planetary 

Boundaries; Accountability and Monitoring; Power of Peoples' Movements; and 

Building Collective Strategy.  

 

Discussions at the Peopleôs Forum also focused on definitions of resilience based 

on country contexts. Arising from the discussions, some of the key points from 

civil society included - 

Á Philippines: Resilience is not only surviving and bearing the suffering but 

importantly changing the system that impact on people's lives. 

Á Thailand: Resistance is protecting our lives and the lives of our next 

generation. 

Á Indonesia: Working for development justice that includes everyone and 

protect the lives of people for the better. 

Á Fiji: Collectively working with each other and fight for our rights in light of 

government reneging on its commitments to human rights. 

Á Resistance as a form of resilience. 

 

The People's Forum called attention to the authenticity of the VNRs as they 

provide only glowing reports of governments and do not address the key 

challenges (systemic barriers, contradictions, inequity) in ensuring the 

implementation of Agenda 2030. 

 

Towards building its intersectoral advocacy in the SDGs and give prominence to 

education in all the SDGs, ASPBAE encouraged its members to participate in 

both the Peopleôs Forum and the APFSD. Eight member organisations, including 

ASPBAE, applied for the events. Of the nine applications, four organisations ï 

Coalition for Educational Development-Sri Lanka, Afghanistan National 

One of the aims of the Peopleôs Forum was 
to build an understanding of sustainable 
development and its links to civil society 
campaigns and peopleôs movements. 

Some of the key recommendations made 
by civil society regarding the different 

country contexts of resilience were 
changing systems that impact peopleôs 

lives and collectively working together for 
development justice and human rights. 

http://www.aspbae.org/
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Education was interspersed in the  

Peopleõs Form statement with 

regard to awareness raising to 

empower girls and information 

about their bodies, and CSOs and  

governments together spread ing  

more awareness about laws and 

rights of residents .  

 

 

Education Coalition (ANEC), Pakistan Coalition for Education, and Dhaka 

Ahsania Mission (DAM) received invitations to both events. Due to difficulty in 

getting a visa on short notice, only Ehsan Rahman of DAM, who also represented 

ASPBAE, and Kamal Herath of CED-Sri Lanka were able to participate in the two 

forums, while Thea Soriano of ASPBAE joined the Peopleôs Forum. 

 

ASPBAE delegates met a day before the Peopleôs Forum to discuss how they 

can argue for the foundational role of education and learning in all the SDGs. In 

the themes addressed in workshops at the Peopleôs Forum, they raised issues 

on: 

¶ The importance of wash and sanitation in schools which impacts on 

learning of female and male students. 

¶ Access to comprehensive sexual reproductive health education for 

children, youth, and adults. 

¶ Engaging marginalised young people in urban cities and rural 

communities through participatory approaches and recognising their 

ability to take action for sustainable development. 

¶ The role of education and learning in school and community towards 

sustainable consumption and lifestyles as well as building capacities for 

sustainable production. 

¶ Ensuring governmentôs financing of the all the SDGs, especially 

implementing strategic policies and programmes that will benefit and 

empower marginalised sectors.  

¶ The critical importance of human rights education and broader citizenship 

education so that people are aware of their rights and hold governments 

to account (democratic governance). 

 

These key recommendations have been notably incorporated in the Peopleôs 

Forum Statement. 

 

Ehsanur Rahman was the rapporteur in the breakout session on óInclusive Policy 

Making: The role of academia in supporting civil society in addressing systemic 

issueô. One key recommendation was that, ñAcademic and action research can 

be a basic premise to bring CSO/NGO and academic institutions for proper 

documentation and publication of experience, impact assessment, mapping of 

good practices, and equipping/capacity building for evidence-based advocacy for 

policy formulation and programme planning.ò  

 

The outcome of the People's Forum was a collective statement where several 

key issues were identified for taking forward at the Fifth Asia Pacific Forum on 

Sustainable Development (APFSD). The intersection of education in the SDGs 

were articulated in the Statement such as: 

¶ Education and awareness raising to empower girls with factual 

information about their bodies and how to look after it especially in case 

of menstrual hygiene which is a main cause of girlsô dropping out from 

school; integrating menstrual hygiene in the school curriculum 

¶ Achieving Goal 11 on sustainable cities and communities through an 

integrated approach and linking it to the other goals such as poverty 

eradication, food security, provision of key services such as health, 

ASPBAE delegates met in the lead-up to 
the Peopleôs Forum to discuss how they 

can argue for the foundational role of 
education and learning in all the SDGs. 

Some of the issues raised were on access 
to comprehensive sexual reproductive 

health education for children, youth, and 
adults, and engaging marginalised young 
people through participatory approaches. 

ASPBAE Executive Council Member, 
Ehsanur Rahman, was the rapporteur in 
the breakout session on óInclusive Policy 

Making: The role of academia in 
supporting civil society in addressing 

systemic issueô. 

http://www.aspbae.org/
http://ada2030.org/bbs/board.php?bo_table=res01&wr_id=75
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Several issues, such as progress 

in implementation, assessment 

and interlinkages of the SDGs, 

Voluntary National Reviews 

(VNR), regional road map of 

SDGs, and partnerships were 

discussed and debated at the 

APFSD.  

 

 

 

 

 

education, water, energy, climate change and disaster risk, employment 

and industrialization, bio diversity and others. 

¶ CSOs and governments together must spread more awareness about 

laws and rights of residents including legal aid, and jointly undertake 

urban studies on neighbourhoods, transform participatory planning 

principles into action planning level, and prompt local peer learning 

among local authorities.  

 

Fifth Asia Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development (APFSD) 

28-30 March 2018, Bangkok, Thailand 

 

The Fifth Asia Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development (APFSD) was held 

with more than 600 stakeholders reviewing regional progress made on the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

 

This yearôs APFSD provided an opportunity for dialogue on the readiness of the 

region to identify resilience capacities needed to effect the transformations 

envisioned in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  

 

Several issues such as progress in implementation, assessment and 

interlinkages of the SDGs, Voluntary National Reviews (VNR), regional road map 

of SDGs, and partnerships were discussed and debated at APFSD. Some of the 

side events focused on sharing innovative practices and examples in resource 

management, community-led approaches, making cities resilient, social 

entrepreneurship, energy efficiency, the VNR process, health and well-being, and 

water management, amongst others.  

 

Many Ministers and government delegates made references to the key 

importance of education in achieving the SDGs. In the panel discussions on 

transformation towards sustainable and resilient societies, Faimalotoa Kika 

Iemaima Stowers, Minister of Women Affairs, Social Development of Samoa, 

emphasised the development of education programmes to cope with natural 

disasters. Stowers shared her countryôs experience in improving the 

understanding of risk drivers, identifying the main vulnerable groups, and 

increasing local communitiesô awareness of potential disasters through training 

programmes1. Also, on disaster risk reduction, Haoliang Xu, UN Development 

Programme (UNDP), cited how the designation of evacuation routes, cellphone 

mediated alerts, and educating school children can significantly reduce human 

fatalities.2  During the sharing of progress of SDG 12, the presentation on the 

ESCAP-led survey mentioned consumer information and education as one of the 

issues requiring increased attention. 

 

The final Report of the APFSD made clear references to the importance of 

education for resilience and development justice: 

 

                                                            
1 Summary of the Fifth Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development: 28-30 March 2018, APFSD Bulletin  

2 April 2018 Vol. 208 No. 22 
2 Ibid. 

The Fifth Asia Pacific Forum on 
Sustainable Development (APFSD) 

provided an opportunity for dialogue on 
the readiness of the region to identify 

resilience capacities needed to effect the 
transformations envisioned in the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

Many Ministers and government delegates 
made references to the key importance of 

education in achieving the SDGs. 

http://www.aspbae.org/
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The APFSD provided a platform 

for countries to share regional 

perspectives, support the 

presentation of their voluntary 

national reviews, and assess 

progress made on the regional 

road map for implementing the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development in  Asia and the 

Pacific . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñ...The Forum noted efforts in the region to identify and empower poor and 

vulnerable populations, including women and children, and to strengthen 

resilience through social inclusion, health, education, housing, nutrition and food 

security, water and sanitation strategies and awareness programmes. Capacity-

building and regional cooperation were also discussed as opportunities to 

develop mechanisms for mutual support, with a view to defining common 

approaches, strengthening climate change response and building resilient 

communities, including in coastal areas and low-lying islands.ò 

 

Participants also called for early warning systems for preparedness in cases of 

natural disasters and even economic shocks, to be integrated in education 

systems.  

 

Click here to read the APFSD report. 

 

The APFSD, likewise, provided a platform for countries to share regional 

perspectives, support the presentation of their voluntary national reviews, and 

assess progress made on the regional road map for implementing the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development in Asia and the Pacific.  

 

Sri Lanka is one of the countries that will submit a Voluntary National Review 

(VNR) on its countryôs progress in implementing the SDGs in the forthcoming 

High Level Political Forum (HLPF). The coalition, CED-Sri Lanka, has been 

actively engaging the Ministry of Sustainable Development and Wildlife before 

coming to the preparatory meetings in Bangkok. It participated in the deliberations 

of the Sri Lankan Stakeholder SDG Platform, and advocated for issues on 

education and SDGs to inform the VNR process and report. Post APFSD, it urged 

the Ministry of SDGs and Wildlife to hold a broad consultation on the VNR. On 23 

April, the consultation was organised by the Ministry and attended by more than 

200 civil society organisations and where two representatives from UNESCAP 

participated. 

 

In addition to governmentôs VNR processes, the Civil Society Stakeholder 

Platform-Sri Lanka also organised a consultative workshop on 26th April 2018 to 

develop the Voluntary People Review on SDGs. In this effort, CED-Sri Lanka will 

lead the SDG-04 cluster with the participation of civil society organisations, 

Ministry officials, and education officials. 

 

This write-up is based on information appearing on the UNESCAP website and 

contains excerpts from reports by Ehsanur Rahman, Dhaka Ahsania Mission 

(Bangladesh), and ASPBAE Executive Council Member representing South and 

Central Asia and Kamal Herath, Board Member of CED Sri Lanka. [BACK] 

 

 

 

Bulletin continued on next pageé 

  

The APFSD final report made clear 
references to the importance of education 

for resilience and development justice. 

Sri Lanka is one of the countries that will 
submit a Voluntary National Review (VNR) 
on its countryôs progress in implementing 
the SDGs in the forthcoming High Level 

Political Forum (HLPF). 

http://www.aspbae.org/
http://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/APFSD5_4E.pdf
http://www.unescap.org/events/apcsfsd5
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The GPE Financing Conference 

aimed to raise the funds needed to 

deliver GPE 2020, the 

partnershipõs strategic plan, and 

increase global education 

financing to ensure SDG 4 can be 

achieved.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Civil society welcomes a positive step forward for education 
at the Global Partnership for Education (GPE) Financing 
Conference  
1-2 February 2018, Dakar, Senegal 
 
The replenishment campaign of the Global Partnership for Education (GPE) for 

2018-2020 aimed to raise the funds needed to deliver GPE 2020, the 

partnershipôs strategic plan, and increase global education financing to ensure 

SDG 4 can be achieved. The campaign culminated in the GPE Financing 

Conference in Dakar which was co-hosted by Macky Sall, President of Senegal, 

and Emmanuel Macron, President of France. 

 

Civil society organisations (CSOs), as with all other stakeholders, welcomed the 

positive outcomes of the GPE Financing Conference. The event was a significant 

high-level moment for education internationally with 10 current heads of state, 

100 Ministers, and 1,200 participants, consisting of government officials, civil 

society, foundations, multilateral organisations, and the private sector, attending. 

 

Donors pledged $2.3 billion to the GPE fund, with further pledges to be confirmed. 

Even more impressive, however, was the fact that over 50 developing countries 

pledged a combined $30 billion to their own national education budgets, taking 

the projected total till 2020 to $110 billion. Further details about the respective 

country pledges can be found on the GPE website. 

 

While donor pledges will continue to remain very important in achieving the SDG 

4 Goal and its targets (much more donor funding is needed), the pledges from 

developing countries signal the increasing importance of domestic financing in 

ensuring the sustainable funding needed for governments to meet their 

obligations to fulfil the right to education for all.  

 

The Education Financing Conference consisted of an initial Partnership Day on 1 

February where all stakeholders (donors, multilateral organisations, foundations, 

CSOs, private sector representatives), were involved in discussions on key 

education financing issues. This was followed by the Replenishment Day where 

government leaders in turn were able to announce their funding pledges for 

education in front of the full assembly of participants.  

 

Civil society was prominent in the Partnership Day, with many CSOs presenting, 

facilitating, and participating actively in many forums. Key education issues were 

analysed with the lens of education financing. Issues included equity and 

inclusion, education for the future, with a focus on youth, education in 

emergencies, and improved and more equitable learning outcomes.  

 

The Global Campaign for Education (GCE) facilitated a session that promoted 

the work of the Civil Society Education Fund (CSEF), entitled óCivil Society 

Advocacy in Sustainably Financing Educationô. GCE President, Camilla Croso, 

and GCE Global Coordinator, Chike Ayanwu, presented at the session, along 

with Cheikh Mbow, National Coordinator of Coordination des ONG et Syndicats 

pour la D®fense dôune Education Publique de Qualit® (COSYDEP). Additionally, 

The replenishment campaign of the Global 
Partnership for Education (GPE) for 2018-

2020 was co-hosted by Macky Sall, 
President of Senegal, and Emmanuel 

Macron, President of France. 

The Global Campaign for Education (GCE) 
facilitated a session that promoted the 

work of the Civil Society Education Fund 
(CSEF), entitled óCivil Society Advocacy in 

Sustainably Financing Educationô. 

http://www.aspbae.org/
http://www.globalpartnership.org/
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The concerted effort over the last 

two years, led by GPE, resulted in 

the mobilisation of $32 billion for 

education that otherwise may not 

have been secured.  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ASPBAE CSEF Regional Coordinator, Bernie Lovegrove, summarised the key 

work of national education coalitions in the Asia Pacific and introduced four 

national coalition representatives to the forum - Chin Chanveasna, NEP 

Cambodia; Noopur, NCE India; Addie Unsi, E-Net Philippines; and Ram Gaire, 

NCE Nepal. 

 

The Africa Network Campaign on Education for All (ANCEFA) made a 

presentation on óAfrica Funding Africa: Is Domestic Financing Myth or Realityô. A 

number of Foundation and NGO representatives presented in a session entitled, 

óAccountable Financing: What Does GPE Funding to Support Education as an 

Accountable Human Right Involve at a time of Growing Privatisation?ô. ASPBAEôs 

CSEF Deputy Coordinator, Helen Dabu, also presented on behalf of GCE.  

 

Another session that gained strong interest was on óTax Justice and Education 

Financingô, organised by ActionAid, GCE, the Norwegian Agency for 

Development Cooperation (NORAD), and the Global Alliance for Tax Justice. 

Panelists included Camila Croso, GCE President, and David Archer, Head of 

Program Development, ActionAid. 

 

Camilla Croso, Chiekh Mbow (COSYDEP), and David Edwards, Secretary 

General, Education International, all presented in larger afternoon forums on 

issues related to equity and inclusion, and improving education systems, with a 

focus on teachers. 

 

At the Replenishment Day itself, President Macron of France and President 

Macky Sall of Senegal lead the way with generous pledges. As part of a panel 

plenary in front of the 1,200 participants, GCE President, Camilla Croso, was able 

to present common civil society positions.  

 

The concerted effort over the last two years, led by GPE, resulted in the 

mobilisation of $32 billion for education that otherwise may not have been 

secured, so the process and the culminating Replenishment pledging event was 

important and successful in the achievement of SDG4, and CSOs can be pleased 

that collectively they played a strong and active role in this process.  

 

The challenge now is to ensure that all the pledges are honoured, and that CSOs 

work to hold governments to account for them. Another challenge is that the 

contribution of donor countries did not reach the hoped for $3.1 billion target of 

GPE, so CSOs will want to lobby donor countries for increased contributions to 

play their part.  

 

Other challenges identified by CSOs moving forward is to advocate for increasing 

domestic tax revenue to enable increases in domestic education budgets. 

Additionally, CSOs will need advocate to ensure that, in GPE calculations, debt 

servicing is included when determining the percentage of the national budget that 

goes to education.    

 

This write-up contains excerpts from the GPE website. [BACK] 

 

ASPBAEôs Helen Dabu (R) presented on 
behalf of the Global Campaign for 

Education. 

ASPBAEôs Bernie Lovegrove (L) at the GPE 
Financing Conference with national 

education coalition representatives from 
NEP Cambodia, NCE India, E-Net 

Philippines, and NCE Nepal. 

http://www.aspbae.org/
https://www.globalpartnership.org/funding/replenishment/gpe-replenishment-conference
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Over $2 billion were pledged by 

donors for the GPEõs core fund to 

support developing countries with 

credible education sector plans 

over the coming years. Over $30 

billion was pledged by developing 

country Presidents and Ministers 

to their own citizens .  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

What next for  the Global Partnership for Education after a 
transformative replenishment?  
 
By David Archer, Head of Education, ActionAid 

 

The Global Partnership for Education replenishment event, co-hosted by 

President Macron and President Macky Sall on 2 February 2018 in Senegal (West 

Africa), was a landmark moment for education financing. Over $2 billion were 

pledged by donors for the GPEôs core fund to support developing countries with 

credible education sector plans over the coming years. More dramatically, over 

$30 billion was pledged by developing country Presidents and Ministers to their 

own citizens ï increasing projected budgets for education from $80 billion to $110 

billion. This should mark a turning point in how we all conceive the GPE and its 

potential in the coming years. 

 

The partnership of donors, developing countries and strong civil society 

representation is a key strength of GPE and it is the inter-dependency of these 

that has helped GPE make a breakthrough. Too often in the past, aid funding has 

displaced domestic spending in the education sector, as in other sectors. A few 

years ago, one government that will remain nameless cut its spending on 

education from 17% of the budget down to 14%` and then approached GPE for 

a grant of $100 million to fill the gap. This ends up doing more harm than good ï 

replacing sustainable domestic funding with short term and unpredictable aid. 

GPE responded by making it an absolute requirement that developing county 

governments maintain or increase their own spending (towards or beyond a 

benchmark of 20% of national budgets) to be eligible for GPE support. 

 

In the previous replenishment of GPE in 2014, developing countries made their 

own pledges for the first time and promised to increase spending by $26 billion. 

This was bold but lacked credibility as the pledges lacked baselines and the 

formats in which they were presented made it almost impossible to track. 

ActionAid, working with the Global Campaign for Education, reviewed the 

progress of these pledges to the extent possible and found they fell short in many 

ways. We used this to make the case for more credible domestic pledges in the 

future. The secretariat of the Global Partnership for Education has now done 

systematic work to ensure that the pledges made on 2ndFebruary 2018 all have 

clear baselines, are formulated in a clear way and can indeed be tracked. 

 

This time, then, the $30 billion announced by developing countries should 

constitute truly serious commitments ï and so it is not unreasonable to say that 

GPE mobilised a total of $32 billion for education over the coming three years. 

This makes it bigger than any other replenishment of any other fund that I am 

aware of ï and more importantly, the vast bulk of this money is predictable and 

sustainable domestic financing and is focused on promoting systemic reform. Too 

many other global funds, such as those in the health sector, end up displacing 

domestic funding, supporting short term projects for earmarked initiatives and 

sometimes undermining rather than reinforcing systems. Having lived in the 

shadow of health funds for many years, the education sector should truly 

celebrate! 

David Archer, Head of Education, 
ActionAid. 

The partnership of donors, developing 
countries, and strong civil society 

representation is a key strength of GPE 
and it is the inter-dependency of these that 

has helped GPE make a breakthrough. 

http://www.aspbae.org/
https://www.globalpartnership.org/
http://www.campaignforeducation.org/en/campaigns/education-financing





















