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7th General Assembly News: Role of Country 

Coordinators and Nominees for ASPBAEôs 

Executive Council (2017-2020) - Read more   

 

Women Deliver holds 
large gathering on 
ÇÉÒÌÓȭ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 
rights   

 
Full article  

 

Lao PDR government 
hosts ASPBAE-
supported training 
on Methods of Adult 
Education  
 
Full article 

 

 

ASPBAE highlights 
civil society 
engagements in 
education policy 
processes at Global 
Partners Forum  
 
Full article 

 

Growing education 
advocacy work in 
Central Asia  
 
Full article 

 

CAMPE Bangladesh 
celebrates 25 th 
anniversary!  

 
Full article 

 

Ȭ%3$ /ËÁÙÁÍÁ !×ÁÒÄ 
ςπρφȭ ÏÐÅÎ ÆÏÒ ÅÎÔÒÙ 
ɀ Deadline: 29 July 
2016 Views 
 
Read more 

World Humanitarian Summit launches 
Ȭ%ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ #ÁÎÎÏÔ 7ÁÉÔȭ ÆÕÎÄ 

With record numbers of people requiring life-saving assistance 

and funding drastically short of meeting those needs, leaders 

concluded the first-ever World Humanitarian Summit in Istanbul. 

Read more   

Newly constituted SDG-Education 2030 Steering 
Committee defines its work  

With global agreement forged in 2015 on a new development and 

education agenda, attention now turns to organising the modalities 

to concretise and contextualise the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development and its 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).  

Read more 

Working towards developing  the thematic 
monitoring framework on education  

First meeting of the Technical Coordination Group on SDG 4 

thematic indicators 

By Rasheda Choudhury, CAMPE Bangladesh 

The UNESCO Institute for Statistics and UNESCO Education 

Sectorôs Division of Education 2030 Support and Coordination 

convened the Thematic Coordination Group to improve 

coordination of the efforts to efficiently implement SDG 4 and, 

particularly, the thematic monitoring framework on education.  

Read more 

Deliberating on innovative ways to  achieve the 
literacy targets  

The UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning (UIL) convened the 

first meeting of the Core Group of the Global Alliance for Literacy 

(GAL) within the framework of lifelong learning.  

Read more 

Aiming to strengthen the regional presence of 
the Coordination Group of NGOs    

Members of the Coordination Group of the UNESCO Collective 

Consultation of NGOs (CC NGO) convened on at the UNESCO 

office in Paris for the first time after the Education 2030 Framework 

for Action was agreed in November 2015. 

Read more 

Sub-Regional News and Views 

Read more 

http://www.aspbae.org/
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Member of the Month Photo of the Month 

Cook Islands Civil Society 

Organisations ï CICSO 
 

Cook Islands Civil Society Organisations (CICSO) 

is an umbrella organisation that manages all local 

and regional non-government organisations in the 

Cook Islands. CICSO aims to, amongst other 

things, coordinate and bring together all existing 

civil societies in the country for constructive and 

informative dialogue.  

 

It also aims to - establish a network for obtaining 

and disseminating information/resources to all civil 

society organisations in the country; liaise between 

the national government, regional and international 

institutions, other civil society organisations, and 

funding agencies; and voice issues that will affect 

civil society in the country. 
   

ASPBAE Lens 

ASPBAE would like to dedicate a space in the Bulletin to showcase photos its staff have taken. We want to feature 

their perception of life around them, the interesting things they see, inspiring moments they observe, and beautiful 

imagery they capture that reflect education and lifelong learning in a myriad different ways and forms, all left to be 

interpreted in our own unique ways. This is why the photos taken by staff appearing in this section will not be 

captioned. We feature a photo taken by Medha Soni, ASPBAEôs Information and Communications Coordinator. 

Medha Soni  
Information & Communications Coordinator, ASPBAE 

 
 

 

CAMPE celebrated 25 years of its work in the country. The 
occasion included an Education and Development Fair and a 

Youth Conference.  

http://www.aspbae.org/
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SUB-REGIONAL NEWS AND VIEWS 
 

This section of the Bulletin, óSub-Regional News and Viewsô, will be dedicated to highlighting news and events 

from each of ASPBAEôs sub-regions ï South and Central Asia, East Asia, Southeast Asia, and the South Pacific. 

We will feature a different sub-region for each issue. For this edition, we highlight the celebration of Global Action 

Week 2016 in South Asia.  
 

G7 Education Ministers reaffirm commitment to quality education in Okayama  

14-15 May 2016, Kurashiki, Okayama, Japan 

 

The first G7 Education Ministersô meeting held in 10 years, themed on óInnovation in Educationô, took place in Okayama with 

the adoption of the Kurashiki Declaration committing to implement the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and raise the 

attention of G7 leaders towards education as a priority policy agenda. The Declaration focuses on three areas - (1) educationôs 

priority role in the new era; (2) how to improve and enhance teaching and learning, and (3) new paradigms for international 

cooperation.  

 

The Ministerial meeting further aimed to provide a platform to share policies, experiences, and ways forward for education to 

ensure that citizens are equipped with the competences and skills to cope with rapid change.  

 

Japanôs Minister for Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, Hiroshi Hase, set the tone for the meeting by 

asserting that in any age, the role of education is important, and that solidarity and collaboration to harness its power for 

mutual understanding and full participation in society is crucial for overcoming divides. ñWe have to solve the question of 

marginalization and inequality and create a society where everyone can have hope,ò he said.  

 

How to make education a force for inclusion, social advancement, and intercultural understanding was a thread running 

through the discussions. All representatives insisted on the imperative of policies to address disadvantage, cater to the 

increasing diversity of populations, bridge the digital divide, support teachers, and nurture cultural and global competencies, 

including by encouraging critical thinking and debate on difficult issues. 

 

Several called for increased participation of girls in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) and for proactive 

measures to counter violence based on sexual orientation and gender identity. They stressed the importance of pre-school 

http://www.aspbae.org/
http://www.mext.go.jp/component/a_menu/other/detail/__icsFiles/afieldfile/2016/05/31/1370953_3.pdf
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for future academic achievement and of attention to 

basic skills, noting that 1 in 5 citizens in the European 

Union has serious issues with literacy, and 250 

million children leave school without acquiring the 

basics after four years.  
 

In a comprehensive approach aligned with SDG 4, 

the Kurashiki Declaration places strong focus on 

inclusion, respect for diversity, human rights and 

common values, active citizenship, and the 

promotion of cultural and global competences. It 

affirms that "we will do our utmost to ensure inclusive 

and equitable learning opportunities an outcomes for 

all young people regardless of their background and 

circumstance.ò  It calls for gender equality, 

increasing the number of girls and women in STEM, 

better integration of information and communication technologies for quality learning, and enhanced support to the teaching 

profession. It also recognises the importance of public expenditure on education in line with the 2015 Incheon Declaration 

and commits to accelerate progress towards the SDGs.  

 

Nobel laureate, Kailash Satyarthi also participated in the G7 Education Ministers Meeting. He urged the Ministers to act 

quickly and decisively to promote an education that brings hope, ignites dreams and frees mind, body and society. (Source: 

Kailash Satyarthi Facebook)  

  

The Kurashiki Declaration welcomes the Education 2030 Framework for Action adopted alongside UNESCO's 38th General 

Conference and also strongly supports UNESCO in the implementation of the Global Action Programme on ESD. 

 

Several G7 representatives stated that evidence on educationôs high economic returns to society should be tapped to 

convince finance ministers to increase funding. 

 

What are G7 Summits?  

G7 Summits are held with the participation of the heads 

of state of 8 countries - Japan, USA, the United 

Kingdom, France, Germany, Italy, and Russia, as well 

as the Presidents of the European Commission and 

European Council. At the summits, the heads of state 

forge a consensus about various challenges 

confronting the international community, with the 

results of this then compiled into a declaration. The host 

country assumes the Presidency of the summit. 

 

The G7 Kurashiki Education Ministers' Meeting was a 

related ministerial meeting for Cabinet Ministers from 

each country that was held to coincide with the G7 Ise-

Shima Summit (26-27 May 2016, Japan). 

 

This write-up is based on information available on the UNESCO and G7 Kurashiki Education Ministers' Meeting websites. 

[BACK] 

  

http://www.aspbae.org/
http://www.japan.go.jp/g7/
http://www.japan.go.jp/g7/
http://en.unesco.org/
http://www.g7kurashiki.jp/en/about/
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Global and national organisations 

launched a new fund , ôEducation Cannot 

Waitõ, to better coordinate support for, 

and drive investment in, education for 

children and youth affected by 

humanitarian emergencies and 

protracted crises.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

7ÏÒÌÄ (ÕÍÁÎÉÔÁÒÉÁÎ 3ÕÍÍÉÔ ÌÁÕÎÃÈÅÓ Ȭ%ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ 
#ÁÎÎÏÔ 7ÁÉÔȭ ÆÕÎÄ   
23-24 May, Istanbul, Turkey 

 

With record numbers of people requiring life-saving assistance and 

funding drastically short of meeting those needs, leaders concluded the 

first-ever World Humanitarian Summit in Istanbul endorsing five 

responsibilities, to - improve aid delivery, support refugees, uphold 

international law, increase financing, and prevent the crises generating 

the largest migration flows in 70 years.  

 

The three main goals of the summit were - (1) Reaffirm commitment to 

humanity and humanitarian principles; (2) Initiate actions and 

commitments which enable countries and communities to prepare for 

and respond to crises and be more resilient to shocks; and (3) Share 

best practices which help save lives around the world, placing affected 

people at the centre of humanitarian action and alleviating suffering. 

 

The Summit featured seven high-level leadersô round table discussions 

in which Heads of State and Government and representatives of civil 

society, the private sector, philanthropy, and the United Nations 

announced commitments to improve humanitarian responses. Some 

discussions focused around broad themes titled óUphold the Norms that 

Safeguard Humanityô, óNatural Disaster and Climate Change ð 

Managing Risks and Crises Differentlyô, and óWomen and Girls ð 

Catalysing Action to Achieve Gender Equityô.  

 

Global and national organisations also launched a new fund to better 

coordinate support for, and drive investment in, education for children 

and youth affected by humanitarian emergencies and protracted crises. 

The óEducation Cannot Wait ï a fund for education in emergenciesô aims 

to reach more than 13.6 million children and youth living in crisis 

situations, such as conflict, natural disasters, and disease outbreaks, 

with quality education over the next five years, and 75 million children 

and youth in desperate need of education by 2030.  

 

ñThe new fund will help to make the crucial link between humanitarian 

aid and long-term development ensuring that childrenôs education is not 

forgotten,ò said Julia Gillard, Chair of the Global Partnership for 

Education (GPE). ñGPE strongly supports Education Cannot Wait and is 

committed to make it a success so children can continue going to school 

during times of conflict, emergencies and protracted crises.ò 

 

The funding campaignôs immediate aim is to raise $3.85 billion across 

the next five years. The goal is to recruit 100 major donors, from 

philanthropic foundations and the business sector as well as 

governments and international agencies. 

 

The World Humanitarian Summit endorsed 5 

responsibilities - improve aid delivery, support 

refugees, uphold international law, increase 

financing, and prevent crises generating the 

largest migration flows in 70 years. 

The funding campaignôs immediate aim is to raise 

$3.85 billion across the next five years. The goal is 

to recruit 100 major donors, from philanthropic 

foundations and the business sector as well as 

governments and international agencies. 

http://www.aspbae.org/
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The Global Campaig n for Education 

welcomed the pledges and underscored 

that they will be holding governments to 

account by analysing these commitments.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Education Cannot Wait Fund will support access to education for 

children affected by emergencies and protracted crises. It will give 

particular consideration to refugee children and children forcibly 

displaced inside their countries, as well as children in the communities 

that are hosting them. This may include assisting refugee children in 

middle income countries where there is limited financing available for 

their education. The Fund aims to reach the most vulnerable crisis-

affected children and youth. It aims to increase access to education in 

emergencies by 18% of crisis-affected children by 2020 and to 100% of 

crisis-affected children by 2030.  

 

The new fund is expected to - 

¶ Offer up to five years of educational emergency, recognising that 

the average time a refugee is out of his or her country is more 

than 10 years; 

¶ Have private sector, foundation and philanthropic windows and 

will be the first comprehensive education public partnership in 

humanitarian aid; and 

¶ Engage philanthropic companies in innovative solutions to 

deliver education, including bold experiments in online 

education to help refugees in camps and those holed up in 

hovels, huts and tents. 

 

The European Union, the Netherlands, Norway, the United Kingdom, 

and the United States have all made financial contributions for the first 

year of the fund, with Denmark indicating its willingness to make a 

financial contribution in 2017. The fundôs target for the first year is 

US$150 million, with an overall ambition of achieving $3.5 billion over a 

five-year period.  By the close of the World Humanitarian Summit, over 

50% of the year one target had been pledged. 

 

As outlined in its statement following the launch of this fund, the Global 

Campaign for Education (GCE) welcomed the pledges and underscored 

that they will be holding governments to account by analysing these 

commitments. GCE will work ñto ensure that new monies have been 

pledged, and that countries supporting the new Fund do not double-

count commitments, such as those made during the February 2016 Syria 

Conference, or draw back their support from existing mechanisms, such 

as the Global Partnership for Education.ò GCE also called on 

governments to ñensure that public funds dedicated to education are 

used for quality, public provision and systems, and not to support for-

profit private companies seeking to draw financial profit from 

humanitarian crises. This practice, known as ódisaster capitalismô, has 

already been applied in several cases and contexts, and has proven to 

be profoundly detrimental to the realisation of human rights.ò  

 

The full text of the GCE statement is available here. 

 

The new fund is expected to offer up to five years 

of educational emergency, be the first 

comprehensive education public partnership in 

humanitarian aid, and, engage philanthropic 

companies in innovative solutions to deliver 

education. 

GCE called on governments to ñensure that public 

funds dedicated to education are used for quality, 

public provision and systems, and not to support 

for-profit private companies seeking to draw 

financial profit from humanitarian crises. 

http://www.aspbae.org/
http://www.campaignforeducation.org/en/news/global/view/679-education-cannot-wait-a-fund-for-education-in-emergencies-statement-by-the-global-campaign-for-education
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During the Summit, the Global Campaign for Education (GCE), along 

with Theirworld, UNRWA, INEE, Jesuit Refugee Service, and War Child 

organised a side event titled óDelivering Quality Education in 

Emergencies: What Needs To Be Done?ô The GCE and organising 

partners stressed the importance of ensuring that there are no gaps in 

the provision of lifelong learning and education for children, adolescents 

and youth as outlined in Core Responsibility Three of the World 

Humanitarian Summit Agenda for Humanity and in the goals of the 2030 

Sustainable Development Agenda. They also agreed that education in 

emergencies must build upon and strengthen existing education 

systems, policies, and accountability, including drawing upon 

complementary innovative approaches using technology, self-learning, 

and interactive tools where appropriate.  

 

The two-day Summit brought together 55 Heads of State and 

Government and other officials from 173 countries. Hundreds of 

representatives from the private sector and thousands from civil society 

also attended, marking a diverse range of actors discussing new ways 

to alleviate suffering, including by addressing the social, economic, and 

other inequities that could ignite simmering tensions into violent conflict. 

[BACK]  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Newly constituted SDG-Education 2030 Steering 
Committee defines its work   
25-26 May, Paris, France 

 

With global agreement forged in 2015 on a new development and 

education agenda, attention now turns to organising the modalities to 

concretise and contextualise the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development and its 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). A core 

part of this new international agenda is Sustainable Development Goal 

(SDG) 4 on education which aims to ñEnsure inclusive and equitable 

quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for allò, 

together with its associated targets.  

 

Implementation of SDG 4 is guided by the SDG4-Education 2030 

Framework for Action (FFA), adopted by 184 Member States in 

November 2015. This FFA mandates UNESCO, as the specialized UN 

agency for education to continue to lead and coordinate SDG4-

Education 2030. Further, as part of this role, and in order to ensure 

strong global coordination, UNESCO has been tasked with convening a 

multi-stakeholder SDG-Education 2030 Steering Committee (SDG-

Education 2030 SC) as a key structure for coordinating the support to 

global education efforts within the wider 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development architecture.  

 

The first meeting of the SDG-Education 2030 Steering Committee was 

organised in UNESCO Paris. As the Framework for Action defines, this 

Steering Committee shall ñprovide strategic guidance, review progress 

The two-day Summit brought together 55 Heads of 

State and Government and other officials from 173 

countries. Hundreds of representatives from the 

private sector and thousands from civil society 

also attended. 

The SDG-Education 2030 Steering Committee is 

tasked with providing strategic guidance, 

reviewing progress drawing on the Global 

Education Monitoring Report (GEMR), and making 

recommendations to the education community on 

key priorities and actions to achieve the new 

education agenda. 

http://www.aspbae.org/
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The SDG-Education 2030 Steering 

Committee  elected one Co-Chair and 

three Vice Chairs. Maria Khan, ASPBAE 

Secretary -General, was elected as one of 

the Vice Chairs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

drawing on the Global Education Monitoring Report (GEMR), and make 

recommendations to the education community on key priorities and 

catalytic actions to achieve the new agenda; monitor and advocate for 

adequate financing; and encourage harmonization and coordination of 

partner activities.ò  

 

In this meeting, the SDG-Education 2030 Steering Committee (SC) was 

formally constituted following a consultative process among the different 

constituencies represented in the Committee. Civil society has three 

slots in the Committee ï two for NGOs and one representing teachers 

organisations. The Collective Consultation of NGO (CCNGO) nominated 

the two NGO representatives to the SDG-Education 2030 Steering 

Committee - Maria Lourdes A. Khan, Secretary-General of ASPBAE, 

and Camilla Croso, President of the Global Campaign for Education 

(GCE). David Edwards, Deputy Secretary General of Education 

International, represents teacherôs organisations. 

 

The majority of the members of the SC are representatives of member 

states. For the Asia Pacific, the representatives are:  

China: Tao Zhan, Director-General, Education Management Information 

Center, Ministry of Education 

Japan: Kazuhiro Yoshida, Director/Professor, Center for the Study of 

International Cooperation in Education, Hiroshima University 

Republic of Korea: Eun-Pyo Hong, Professor, Sangmyung University; 

Special Advisor, Ministry of Education 

 

An additional slot for the Asia Pacific ï for a regional inter-governmental 

organisation ï remains open.  

 

The current TOR of the Steering Committee calls for greater linkages 

between the member states and regional organisations in the Steering 

Committee with the regional SDG-Education 2030 architecture in their 

respective regions. These modalities require working out further, but one 

suggestion is that the three regional representatives from Member 

States, as well as the regional organisation, be part of regional 

coordination mechanisms.   

 

The SDG-Education 2030 Steering Committee also defined its modes of 

coordination and work as contained in its Terms of Reference (TOR). As 

part of this, it elected 1 Co-Chair and 3 Vice Chairs. Maria Khan of 

ASPBAE was elected as one of the Vice Chairs. Dankert Vedeler 

(Norway) was elected as Co-Chair, and Qian Tang (Assistant Director-

General for Education, UNESCO) was confirmed as the other co-chair. 

UNESCO has a permanent seat as Co-Chair. 

  

During the meeting, participants discussed global SDG developments, 

including the UN architecture for supporting the SDG agenda and 

reviewing progress. Steering Committee representatives recalled the 

importance of engaging with the formal SDG process and architecture 

SDG-Education 2030 Steering Committee is a key 

structure for coordinating the support to global 

education efforts within the wider 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development architecture.  

http://www.aspbae.org/
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Civil society representatives shared plans 

of the UNESCO Collective Consultation 

of NGOs to convene a meeting of its 

members over the next 9 months to 

deliberate on civil society strategies for 

participation in the implementation and 

monitoring of SDG 4 -Education 2030 and 

its Framework for Action . 

 

 

 

 

that oversees and debates financing, which is the Financing for 

Development mechanism. 

 

A dedicated session was also devoted to updating on the status of the 

SDG-Education 2030 global and thematic indicators. A number of issues 

in this regard were raised by civil society and other members of the 

Steering Committee: Clarity on the relationship between the Steering 

Committee and the newly created óTechnical Cooperation Group on 

Thematic Indicators for SDG 4ô was sought. It was agreed that close 

collaboration and dialogue between the SDGȤEducation 2030 Steering 

Committee and the Technical Cooperation Group on Indicators (TCG) 

be ensured. The SDGȤEducation 2030 Steering Committee will be the 

body to endorse the thematic indicators developed by the Technical 

Cooperation Group, noting that technical discussions already 

undertaken in the Technical Cooperation Group should not be reȤopened 

in the SDGȤEducation 2030 Steering Committee deliberations.     

   

Civil society also raised its concern that the position of the EFA Steering 

Committee, with respect to the global indicator for Target 4.1, was not 

correctly communicated to the Inter Agency Experts Group on the SDG 

Indicators (IAEG-SDG). In its meeting in October 2015, the EFA SC 

agreed that the proposed global indicator for target 4.1 should be kept 

unchanged ï not incorporate a proposal allowing early grade 

assessment in the proposed indicator, while the thematic indicator 

should provide for learning assessment óin and during primaryô in order 

to give flexibility on when to test young children. This consensus is 

reflected in the text of the Framework for Action Annex. It was agreed 

that a letter be sent to UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) by 

the Co-Chairs of the Steering Committee underlining this position. The 

ECOSOC and UN General Assembly, were sites for opportunities, albeit 

slim ones, to advocate for a revised indicator. 

 

The Committee shared updates on activities initiated for SDG-ED 2030 

implementation by UNESCO and the different constituencies (as 

presented by Members of the SC). Civil society representatives shared 

plans of the UNESCO Collective Consultation of NGOs to convene a 

meeting of its members over the next 9 months to deliberate on civil 

society strategies for participation in the implementation and monitoring 

of SDG 4-Education 2030 and its Framework for Action. They also 

advised that a new Education and Academia Stakeholder Group had 

been formed under the UN SDG architecture, linked to follow up and 

review, that allows for the civil society constituency on education to 

engage in these processes. 

 

The SDG-Education 2030 Steering Committee is expected to convene 

again in the latter part of 2016 to discuss its strategies in greater detail, 

including plans for Global Education Meetings. [BACK] 

The participants affirmed that the SDG-Education 

2030 Steering Committee will be the body to 

endorse the Thematic Indicators developed by the 

Technical Cooperation Group. 

Steering Committee representatives recalled the 

importance of engaging with the formal SDG 

process and architecture that oversees and 

debates financing, which is the Financing for 

Development mechanism. 

http://www.aspbae.org/
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In this first meeting of the Technical 

Coordination Group on SDG 4 thematic 

indicators , discussions were held on the 

initial steps of a strategy to implement 

the monitoring framework for education.  

Rasheda K. Choudhury, Executive 

Director of CAMPE and Vice -President of 

the Global Campaign for Education 

(GCE), represented the CCNGO 

Coordination Group in the meeting . 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Working towards developing  the thematic 
monitoring framework on education   
First meeting of the Technical Coordination Group on SDG 4 thematic 

indicators 

12-13 May 2016, World Bank, Washington D.C., USA 

 

By Rasheda K. Choudhury, Executive Director, CEO, Campaign for 

Popular Education (CAMPE), Bangladesh 

 

The UNESCO Institute for Statistics (UIS) and UNESCO Education 

Sectorôs Division of Education 2030 Support and Coordination 

(UNESCO ED/ESC), with the support of the World Bank, brought 

together relevant stakeholders in the field of education indicators, 

including representatives from countries, to initiate the activities of the 

Technical Cooperation Group (TCG) on the Indicators for SDG4-

Education 2030 in Washington D.C.  

 

Addressing its mandate of working with partners to develop 

internationally comparable statistics to better assess progress across the 

Sustainable Development Goal (SDG 4) targets, the UIS and UNESCO 

ED/ESC convened the Thematic Coordination Group to improve 

coordination of the efforts to efficiently implement SDG 4 and, 

particularly, the thematic monitoring framework on education (which 

includes 11 global education indicators). This new global initiative is 

expected to promote production of credible data at the country level 

necessary to report on the cross-nationally comparable measures at 

different levels.  

 

The specific objectives of the meeting, among others, were to - 

¶ Provide a technical platform to support the implementation of the 

thematic indicator framework on SDG 4-Education 2030, 

ensuring the use of agreed-upon indicator definitions 

¶ Coordinate the development of guidelines and strategies to 

support countries in analyzing and reporting on SDG 4-

Education 2030.  

 

In this first meeting, after bringing the participants up to date on the 

processes that defined the SDG global indicators and the status of the 

SDG4-Education 2030 thematic indicators, discussions was held on the 

initial steps of a strategy to implement the monitoring framework for 

education. 

 

The meeting was attended by representatives of 17 member countries 

of the UN and two civil society representatives (from Education 

International and the Collective Consultation of NGOs - CCNGO). 

Rasheda K. Choudhury, Executive Director of CAMPE and Vice-

President of the Global Campaign for Education (GCE), represented the 

CCNGO Coordination Group in the meeting. Eight Countries (from all 5 

regions of the UN) attended as observers. 

 

The Thematic Coordination Group has been 

constituted to improve coordination of the efforts to 

efficiently implement SDG 4 and, particularly, the 

thematic monitoring framework on education 

http://www.aspbae.org/
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Some of the challenges of monitoring the 

implementati on of SDG 4 identified at 

the Technical Coordination Group 

meeting were l ack of enough credible 

data , capacity of stakeholders , difficulty 

in attaining disaggregation , and how to 

integrate  quantitative &  qualitative data . 

 

  

 
 

 

The meeting was divided in to an opening session and 10 specific 

Business Sessions, discussing 3 major dimensions of the SDGs - 

technical, political, and strategic. Participants also discussed the global 

processes and next steps for SDG 4 and suggested to keep a track of 

developments across the globe - a major challenge and a big step 

forward considering the comprehensive, holistic, ambitious, aspirational, 

universal, and transformative nature of the SDGs.  

 

It was pointed out that the global indicators of the SDGs (including SDG 

4) are obligatory, but not the thematic indicators. They are technical and 

are expected to help national governments to work on global indicators. 

The sprit is of integration and facilitation while the understanding is that 

indicators should be measurable, simple, and understandable. The UN 

Statistical Commission already accepted the global indicators in March 

2016. The UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) will discuss 

those in July 2016 and the UN will endorse the final output in September 

2016. 

 

The Technical Coordination Group meeting identified the following 

challenges of monitoring the implementation of SDG 4 and reporting on 

cross-nationally comparable indicators at national, regional, and global 

levels - Lack of enough credible data; harmonisation of data bases; use 

of survey data with better definitions; implementation of new data 

collection mechanism in many countries; capacity of stakeholders and 

clarity of what we are aiming at across the board; how to integrate both 

quantitative and qualitative data which will be needed for monitoring; 

governance of the targets and indicators; underutilisation of potential 

data sources (e.g. civil society, academia, etc.); difficulty in attaining 

disaggregation; diversity of population groups (e.g. sexual and 

reproductive health and rights is considered a socio-cultural issue and 

needs a strong indictor). 

 

Considering all the challenges, particularly keeping in view the priorities, 

the context, needs, and situation have to be analysed in a scientific way. 

It is essential to compare each country data in a fair, objective manner. 

The challenges, as identified, are related not only to data availability, but 

also to a clear understanding of the concept of parity because 

ñinterpretationò of the indicators on parity often poses problems to use 

data in a scientific, coherent manner. 

 

In view of the above, the following 3 tiers were suggested by UIS to 

identify country level capacity for monitoring SDG 4 - 

Tier 1 Indicator is conceptually clear, an established methodology and 

standards are available and data are produced regularly by 

countries 

Tier 2 Indicator is conceptually clear, an established methodology and 

standards are available but data are not produced regularly by 

countries 

Participants discussed the global processes and 

next steps for SDG 4 and suggested to keep track 

of developments across the globe - a major 

challenge and a big step forward considering the 

comprehensive, holistic, ambitious, aspirational, 

universal, and transformative nature of the SDGs. 

The challenges are related not only to data 

availability, but also to a clear understanding of the 

concept of parity, because ñinterpretationò of the 

indicators on parity often poses problems to use 

data in a scientific, coherent manner. 

http://www.aspbae.org/

























