
 

ASPBAE THIS MONTH 
August 2015                                                                                                                             www.aspbae.org 

Page 1 of 11 
 

 Asia Multilingual 
Education Working 
Group meets to 
plan for the new 
education agenda 

Full article 

 

National education 
coalition in India 
(NCE India) holds 
seminar on 
challenges of public 
private 
partnerships 

Full article 

 

Vietnam coalition 
conducts strategic 
planning in Hanoi 

Full article 

Photo of the Month  

 

Making skills development work for the future 
Asia Pacific Conference on Education and Training 

 
Over 1000 people from 26 countries, including ASPBAE’s Sumedha 

Sharma, participated in the Asia Pacific Conference on Education 

and Training (ACET 2015) held in Malaysia. The ACET 2015 built a 

shared understanding on how to respond to the emerging 

challenges such as globalisation, regional integration, demographic 

shifts, environmental concerns, and youth unemployment. 

Read more 

ASPBAE convenes Regional Consultation on 
Education Financing and Privatisation  
Study exchange to the Philippines 

ASPBAE convened a regional consultation reviewing the research 

and advocacy initiatives coalitions have undertaken over the last 

two years, and mapped out strategies for the continuing work to 

challenge the rising trend of privatisation and commercialisation of 

education in the region. 

Read more 

Addressing the Tata Institute of Social Sciences on 
education policy and development in Asia 
ASPBAE President, Robbie Guevara, was invited by ASPBAE 

member, the Centre for Lifelong Learning (CLL), Tata Institute of 

Social Sciences, for an interaction with its faculty and staff. The 

interaction focused on updating the CLL faculty about the growing 

opportunities to conduct research on lifelong learning. 

Read more 
 

Member of the Month  
 
Indian Adult Education Association (IAEA) 

The Indian Adult Education Association (IAEA) is a national level 
voluntary organisation established in 1939 dedicated to promoting 
adult, non-formal, and lifelong education in India.  IAEA organises 
training programmes for adult education functionaries and leaders 
in various levels. It organises training programmes for government 
representatives NGOs, universities, colleges, and trade union 
leaders. IAEA has been celebrating its 75th anniversary through 
2014-2015. To know more about IAEA, you can visit their website 
at www.iaea-india.org. 

 
 

Over 1000 people from 26 countries, including 
ASPBAE’s Sumedha Sharma, participated in 
the Asia Pacific Conference on Education and 
Training (ACET 2015) held in Kuala Lumpur, 

Malaysia, from 3-5 August 2015. 

http://www.aspbae.org/
www.iaea-india.org
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Making skills development work for the future 
Asia Pacific Conference on Education and Training 

3-5 August 2015, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

 
Over 1000 people from 26 countries, including ASPBAE’s Sumedha 

Sharma and ActionAid International's Muntasim Tanvir, participated in the 

Asia Pacific Conference on Education and Training (ACET 2015) held in 

Malaysia. The Third International Congress on technical and vocational 

education and training (TVET) was organised in Shanghai, China, three 

years ago. The Shanghai Consensus (2012) suggested recommendations 

to support TVET policies and practices in UNESCO’s Member States. 

Since then, countries in the Asia Pacific initiated and implemented 

numerous policies and practices on TVET. A general observation has 

been that the policies and practices that were implemented were not 

transformative enough to respond to the changing socio-economic 

landscape, to the aspirations for knowledge societies, and to the need for 

inclusive and sustainable economic growth.  

 

Recognising the above gaps, the ACET 2015 deliberated upon the lessons 

learnt, and built a shared understanding on how to respond to the 

emerging challenges such as globalisation, regional integration, 

demographic shifts, technological advances, environmental concerns, 

youth unemployment, and imparting new and green skills towards green 

and sustainable development. The ACET 2015 discussions were also 

deemed timely as these contribute to better understanding the means to 

advance the new education agenda, Education 2030 of which TVET and 

skills for work are key components. 

 

Plenary sessions on the first day of the conference focussed on the 

progress report on TVET since the Shanghai Congress 2012. Discussions 

focussed on jobs in the Asia Pacific and the skills are required for emerging 

jobs. In his opening remarks, Mr. Gwang-Jo Kim, Director, UNESCO, Asia 

and Pacific, noted how, despite the region’s dynamic growth, young 

people are the ones “bearing the brunt” of inequality, with 220 million of 

them unemployed and out-of-school or other formal training, and 300 

million underemployed (earning little or stuck in jobs that do not make full 

use of their abilities). ñHow do we ensure that 300 million youth can 

maximize their skill set to develop our respective economies in a 

sustainable manner? How can we encourage equality in skill acquisition, 

so that both men and women can have equal opportunities to excel in their 

fields?ò Mr. Kim remarked.  

 

The Malaysian Minister of Education, Dato Seri DiRaja Mahdzir bin Khalid, 

noted that ñTVET is seen as a less attractive pathway compared to 

university education. Therefore students, particularly high performing 

ones, do not apply for TVET courses. Malaysia is taking steps to address 

the perception, and this conference offers other countries in the Asia 

Pacific the opportunity to do the same.ò 

 

Discussions at the ACET 2015, held 
in Malaysia, were deemed timely as 

these contribute to better 
understanding the means to advance 
the new education agenda, Education 

2030 of which TVET and skills for 
work are key components.   

Sessions at the conference addressed 
issues related to the economy and the 

informal sector; empowering youth 
through relevant education and 

training for employment; Greening 
TVET and skills; Public Private 

Partnerships; and TVET. 

http://www.aspbae.org/
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Other sessions at the conference addressed issues related to the 

economy and the informal sector; empowering youth through relevant 

education and training for employment; Greening TVET and skills; Public 

Private Partnerships and TVET; how can transversal skills lead to 

entrepreneurship; how to bridge the gap between TVET and employment 

through information and communication technologies (ICT); how to 

strengthen partnerships and coordination mechanisms between different 

players in TVET; the progress in delivering relevant skills in the Asia 

Pacific; Information and Communication Technology (ICT) enhanced 

pedagogy in TVET; quality assurance mechanisms in TVET; and how 

regional and international networks can contribute to the development of 

National TVET Systems. A study visit to institutions providing technical 

education was also organised for conference participants.   
 

Minsters of Education and official delegates from Asia Pacific countries 

commented and approved the draft declaration for ACET 2015 which was 

presented and approved by all participants on the final day of the 

conference.  

 

The conference ended with the adoption of the Kuala Lumpur Declaration 

and discussions on the next steps and action plan. The declaration was 

endorsed and adopted by Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Brunei, Cambodia, 

Fiji Islands, India, Iran, Japan, Kiribati, Kyrgyzstan, Laos, Malaysia, 

Maldives, Marshall Islands, Nepal, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, 

Singapore, Solomon Islands, Thailand, Tonga, Turkmenistan, Tuvalu, 

Uzbekistan, Vanuatu, and Vietnam. 

 

Speaking at the conference's closing ceremony, Malaysian Deputy 

Minister of Higher Education, Datuk Mary Yap Kain Ching, said that 

countries in the Asia Pacific and around the world are faced with the 

challenge of high levels of youth unemployment due to a skills mismatch 

with labour markets. "We need to ask ourselves this pertinent question: 

What can the governments in this region do to ensure that the graduates 

exiting institutes of learning are gainfully employed? It is crucial that every 

government seeks the right solutions to overcome this challenge," she 

said, adding that the declaration is a substantial step in the right 

declaration. "Today marks the historic launch of the Kuala Lumpur 

Declaration 2015, which will form the major policy framework for Asia 

Pacific countries to move forward in TVET. A plan of action for a more 

inclusive, equitable, and sustainable development in TVET is of great 

priority in the Asia Pacific." 

 

Conference participants included Minsters and high level officials of 

UNESCO Member States in the Asia Pacific region; representatives of UN 

agencies - such as the UNEVOC network (UNESCO’s International Centre 

for Technical and Vocational Education and Training); development banks 

and multilateral organisations working in the area of Technical and 

Vocational Education and Training (TVET) and skills development; 

representatives of the private and corporate sectors; non-governmental 

organisations; civil society organisations; youth organisations; unions and 

High level Ministry of Education 
participants accepting the Kuala 

Lumpur Declaration. 

ASPBAEôs Sumedha Sharma (L) was at 
the ACET 2015 which included a study 

visit for participants to interact with 
representatives of institutions 
providing technical education. 

http://www.aspbae.org/
http://www.unevoc.unesco.org/go.php?q=Kuala+Lumpur+Declaration+on+TVET+for+a+Sustainable+Future+adopted
http://www.unevoc.unesco.org/go.php?q=UNEVOC+Network+-+Home
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 networks; and individual experts from universities and research institutions 

involved in research on TVET and/or skills development. The conference 

was organised by UNESCO in collaboration with the Ministry of Education, 

Malaysia. [BACK] 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASPBAE Bernie Lovegrove 

formally opened the consultation, 

noting the critical importance of 

financing in fulfilling the 

ambitious goals of the post-2015 

education agenda. ASPBAE’s 

Helen Dabu shared highlights of 

the World Education Forum which 

adopted the Incheon Declaration in 

Korea in May 2015. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASPBAE convenes Regional Consultation on Education 
Financing and Privatisation   
25-27 August 2015, Bangkok, Thailand 

 

ASPBAE convened a regional consultation that was attended by eight 

national education coalitions in Pakistan, Nepal, India, Mongolia, 

Cambodia, Vietnam, Philippines, and Indonesia. The consultation 

reviewed the research and advocacy initiatives the coalitions have 

undertaken over the last two years and mapped out strategies for the 

continuing work to challenge the rising trend of privatisation and 

commercialisation of education in the region. The event was also an 

occasion to share updates on the emerging post-2015 education and 

development agenda and its implication on the work of ASPBAE and 

coalition members, particularly of financing options for education.   

 

Apart from ASPBAE and coalition participants, the consultation was also 

attended by resource persons and guests that included representatives 

from UNESCO Bangkok, DVV International, ActionAid International, 

Global Campaign for Education, Open Society Foundations (OSF), and 

the Global Initiative for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ESCR).  

 

Bernie Lovegrove, ASPBAE’s Asia Pacific Regional Coordinator of the 

Civil Society Education Fund (CSEF), formally opened the three-day 

consultation, noting the critical importance of financing in fulfilling the 

ambitious goals of the post-2015 education agenda. Helen Dabu, 

ASPBAE’s CSEF Deputy Regional Coordinator, shared the highlights of 

the World Education Forum which adopted the Incheon Declaration in 

Korea in May 2015. She outlined the major provisions of the Declaration 

and the policy wins which civil society organisations, including ASPBAE, 

had consistently lobbied for.  

 

The results of the Third Financing for Development (FfD3), however, were 

not as encouraging. Reporting on the event, that took place in Addis 

Ababa, Ethiopia, in July 2015, Tanvir Muntasim, International Policy 

Manager of ActionAid International, noted that there was very little space 

given to civil society to engage in the process and that the key advocacies 

of civil society were not taken up. The conference failed to adopt the 

proposed UN Global Tax Body that should facilitate international 

cooperation to stop illicit financial flows and tax dodging by big businesses.   

 

There are several more global events that will take place for the rest of 

2015, including the UN Summit on the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) that will take place in New York in late September, and the 

UNESCO High Level Meeting in November. Cecilia Soriano, ASPBAE’s 

Programmes and Operations Coordinator, updated participants on the 

National education coalitions from 
ASPBAE's sub-regions give 

presentations on major research 
findings and key messages on 

education privatisation and public 
private partnerships in education. 

http://www.aspbae.org/
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preparations and events leading up to the UN Summit. She briefed 

participants on the proposed goals, targets, and Indicators that relate to 

education, particularly goal 4, which is basically consistent with the 

Incheon Declaration – Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education 

and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all. Ushio Miura, 

Programme Specialist at UNESCO Bangkok, discussed what follows next 

after the World Education Forum and updated participants on the latest 

draft of the Framework for Action which will be adopted during the 

UNESCO meeting in November.  

 

Reflecting on the first panel presentations, Rene Raya, ASPBAE Lead 

Policy Analyst, guided the participants in identifying key issues and 

challenges emerging from the new development agenda. The participants 

stressed the need to analyse and challenge the various financing options 

that impact on equity and infringes on the right to education. He then 

reviewed the research and advocacy work done by ASPBAE and the 

coalitions on education financing, citing the accomplishments and gains, 

as well as problems that were encountered. The discussions were 

enriched by the presentations of Trine Peterson, former education 

specialist of the Open Society Foundations (OSF), and Mireille de Koning, 

Programme Officer of the Education Support Programme of OSF, who 

shared the programme and initiatives taken up by the foundation. Working 

with partners and institutions, they cited the gains achieved, particularly in 

generating debates and highlighting the discourse on privatisation and 

commercialisation of education.  

 

On the second day, inputs were given by ASPBAE’s international partners 

on the work they are doing on education financing and privatisation. 

Providing input remotely from India, Anjela Taneja, Head of Policy of the 

Global Campaign for Education (GCE), stressed that privatisation remains 

a burning issue globally that threatens equity and undermines the public 

education system. She assured the participants that GCE will work with 

and support coalition initiatives to challenge the privatisation drive.  

 

Tanvir Muntasim discussed the potential for generating resources 

domestically and elaborated on ActionAid’s current initiatives on the Right 

to Education.  He underscored the need to broaden the tax base to ensure 

more investment in social sectors such as education. Sylvain Aubry from 

the Global Initiative on ESCR shared the successful breakthroughs in 

using human rights review mechanisms to challenge the privatisation and 

commercialisation of education. Presenting remotely from Kenya, he cited, 

for example, the adverse findings of the Committee on the Rights of the 

Child (CRC) on the privatisation of education in Ghana and the Human 

Rights Council resolution which warned on the possible negative impact 

of privatisation on the right to education.  

 

In the last panel session, ASPBAE partners shared their programme 

thrusts for 2016 onwards.  Bernie Lovegrove started the session with a 

presentation of thematic priorities of the Civil Society Education Fund 

ASPBAEôs Rene Raya guided the 
participants of the regional 

consultation in identifying key issues 
and challenges emerging from the 

new development agenda. 

ASPBAE partners shared their 
programme focus for 2016 onwards. 

http://www.aspbae.org/
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Mireille de Koning of OSF shared 

the thrust of the Education 

Support Programme for 2016 

onwards. Uwe Gartenschlaeger of 

DVV International gave inputs on 

their programme thrust for Asia 

and beyond. He emphasised the 

need for more active advocacy and 

support for non-formal education, 

literacy, and adult learning. 

(CSEF) for the period 2016-2018 which focuses on education financing, 

equity and inclusion, and quality.   

 

From OSF, Mireille de Koning shared the thrust of the Education Support 

Programme for 2016 onwards. She expounded on the need to hold states 

accountable for policies that compromise the right to education using 

Human Rights tools and mechanisms. States should adopt and implement 

better regulation of the private sector to ensure that their engagement in 

education is responsible, democratic, and in the public interest. Nargis 

Sultana, Senior Programme Officer of OSF in Pakistan, elaborated the 

country specific thrust of the foundation which focuses on quality 

education for all, stressing that this can be achieved only if all stakeholders 

will get involved in this advocacy.  

 

Uwe Gartenschlaeger, Director of the South and Southeast Asia Regional 

Office of DVV International, also gave input on their programme thrust for 

Asia and beyond. He emphasised the need for more active advocacy and 

support for non-formal education, literacy, and adult learning.  

  

The input provided by the three panels and the discussions that followed 

the presentations guided the national coalitions in identifying the key policy 

engagements, the strategies, and the capacity requirements for 

addressing critical financing issues in the next phase of work. Reporting 

back in plenary, the coalition participants specified budgets, resource 

mobilisation, privatisation, and regulation as critical concerns for 

engagement. At the end of the conference, the participants mapped out 

strategies and capacity requirements to achieve concrete outcomes in the 

advocacy engagement on financing to meet the goals of education 2030. 

[BACK] 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Asia Multilingual Education Working Group meets to 
plan for the new education agenda 
24 August 2015, Bangkok, Thailand 

 

Asia Multilingual Education Working Group (MLE WG) was established in 

2009 with the aim of identifying the major needs in nurturing a multilingual 

education movement and coordinating human and financial resources to 

help meet those needs. The MLE Working Group also aims to remove 

barriers of access to quality education for ethnolinguistic communities 

through support to multilingual education and related policy advocacy.  

 

The MLE WG met in Bangkok to plan for and update on important 

upcoming meetings and events in the next several months. The meeting 

saw the participation of representatives from SIL International (formerly 

known as the Summer Institute of Linguistics), Plan International, the Asia 

Pacific Regional Network for Early Childhood (ARNEC), UNICEF, 

UNESCO, Mahidol University (Thailand), ActionAid, British Council, 

National University of Singapore (NUS), DVV International, and ASPBAE.   

 

Participants mapped out strategies 
and capacity requirements to achieve 
concrete outcomes in the advocacy 

engagement on financing to meet the 
goals of education 2030. 

http://www.aspbae.org/
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Some of the discussions at the meeting focused on upcoming events such 

as the LEAD Community of Practice (CoP) Event: Advocating for 

Multilingual Education and the International Conference on Language and 

Education in October 2016. 

 

The LEAD CoP meet will take place from 2-5 September 2015 in Bangkok. 

It will bring together those working in mother tongue-based multilingual 

education (MTB-MLE) to discuss issues around involving and motivating 

community members, school staff, and decision makers to support MLE. 

The meeting will aim to - discuss key challenges faced in advocating MLE, 

shared examples of effective advocacy practices, design advocacy tools 

for specific audiences, critique materials designed for a specific audience, 

practice advocacy ideas role played as stakeholders who have expressed 

concerns, and identify ways to collaborate with others for effective 

advocacy. 

 

The International Conference on Language and Education, to be held in 

October/November 2015, will focus on four main themes – (1) Language 

and education policies for MLE; (2) Teacher and teacher training for MLE; 

(3) MLE practice/praxis in early childhood and primary education; (4) MLE 

in society: peace, reconciliation and social cohesion. 

 

The meeting also highlighted updates on further developments on the 

post-2015 processes and its allied events. In this regard, the United 

Kingdom Forum for International Education and Training (UKFIET) will 

hold its 13th International Conference on Education and Development at 

the University of Oxford (UK) from 15-17 September 2015. The 

conference, entitled "Learning for Sustainable Futures: Making the 

Connections", will reflect on the effectiveness of partnerships in the past 

and the future. ASPBAE, UNESCO, and UNICEF will present a paper on 

the reflection on the EFA technical working group and its implication for 

the future regional mechanism. Other papers will include topics such as 

the East Asia and Pacific Regional office of the UN Girls’ Education 

Initiative (EAP UNGEI) network as an example of partnership for 

development in the region (to be presented by UNICEF), and the multi-

sector engagement of advancing early childhood development (to be 

presented by ARNEC). 

 

In relation to the assessment of the Education for All (EFA) architecture, 

UNICEF and UNESCO launched a study to examine what partnership 

exists in the region at the country level to support the coordination and 

implementation of EFA. The study will review the work of the Thematic 

Working Group on EFA (TWG-EFA) and its mechanisms - how civil society 

organisations and other actors have joined and worked together and 

created synergy; how should we better organise ourselves for the new 

education agenda; and how to bring new partners. The final report is 

expected to be ready by November 2015. 

 

A TWG-EFA Retreat, to take place on 16 October 2015, will discuss the 

role and responsibilities, composition, structure, scope of work, and 

The LEAD CoP meet, coming up in 
Sept 2015, will bring together those 

working in mother tongue-based 
multilingual education (MTB-MLE) to 
discuss issues around involving and 

motivating community members, 
school staff, and decision makers to 

support MLE. 

The International Conference on 
Language and Education, to be held in 
Nov 2015, will focus on language and 
education policies for MLE; Teacher 
and teacher training for MLE; MLE 

practice in early childhood and primary 
education; and the role of MLE in 

society. 

http://www.aspbae.org/
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working modalities in the context of the new education agenda. 

Preliminary findings and recommendations of the assessment regarding 

the national and regional coordination mechanisms will be shared. 

 

The Asia Pacific Regional Meeting on Education 2030, to take place from 

25-27 November 2015 in Bangkok, will be the first regional meeting to 

follow up the new education agenda. The meeting will facilitate a dialogue 

with countries on the implementation plan, it will help countries to 

understand the newly proposed indicators, and it will discuss regional, 

sub-regional, and country level coordination mechanisms. Government 

officials from Ministry of Education, and representatives from NGOs and 

civil society organisations, are expected to participate in the regional 

meeting.  

 

Governments are currently holding consultations with civil society 

organisations on defining the role for a Sustainable Development Goal 

(SDG) 4 Coordinator. UNESCO is preparing a global Framework for Action 

with several references to MLE. There is a further need to work on country 

level guidelines to develop national action plans, such as on how to 

advocate MLE in the national action plan process. One of the concerns is 

that among 42 indicators to measure SDG 4, there is no dedicated 

indicator for MLE. The challenge is how to interpret the new SDGs; how to 

streamline different EFA and Millennium Development Goal (MDG) 

mechanisms for the new SDGs; and how the Asia MLE Working Group 

can best prepare for this process. [BACK] 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

National education coalition in India (NCE India) holds 
seminar on challenges of public private partnerships 
17 August 2015, Mumbai, India 

 
A seminar on Challenges of Public Private Partnership was organised by 

the National Coalition for Education (NCE), India, in collaboration with 

ASPBAE and the Brihan Mumbai Shikshak Sangh (BMSS) in Mumbai. The 

seminar was organised to discuss the threats of public private partnerships 

(PPP) in education and to share the findings of the study conducted by 

NCE India on the ‘Status of Low Fee Private Schools in India’. The 

objective was also to come up with a strategic plan for further engagement 

on the issue of the privatisation of education in India. Representatives from 

ASPBAE, BMSS, All India Primary Teachers’ Union, and several NGOs, 

as well as participants from the Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS) 

and the Xavier Institute took part in the discussions. 

 

Several Board members of NCE India offered their remarks in the seminar. 

These include Rampal Singh, General Secretary, NCE India, and Board 

Member, Education International (EI); Ambrish Rai, Board member, NCE 

India; Ramesh Joshi, General Secretary, Brihan Mumbai Sikshak Sangh 

(BMSS); and D.V. Pandit, from the All India Federation of Teachers 

Organisations (AIFTO). All of them underscored the dangers of education 

privatisation and expounded on their many forms and expressions in India. 

The Asia Pacific Regional 
Meeting on Education 2030, to 

take place from 25-27 November 
2015 in Bangkok, will be the first 

regional meeting to follow up 
the new education agenda. 

NCE India launching findings of a study 
on the óStatus of Low Fee Private 

Schools in Indiaô. 

http://www.aspbae.org/
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The findings of the NCE India 

study on low fee private schools 

revealed that they are exclusionary 

in nature, they do not promote 

equity, and that girls’ participation 

in these schools is very low. 

Furthermore, teaching quality is 

low, the infrastructure is abysmal, 

and they are unlawfully operated. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Ambrish Rai reflected on the absence of proper and efficient monitoring 

systems. He emphasised the importance of involving the community in 

school governance to improve the quality of education. D.V. Pandit 

addressed the issue of public private partnerships (PPP) in education and 

emphasised that enforcing PPP in school education is to dilute the 

fundamental right to free education. 

 

ASPBAE’s Thea Soriano shared concerns related to education financing. 

She highlighted that South Asia is amongst the lowest spenders on 

education globally. She also stressed that there is a fall in donor 

contributions since 2010 and that donors are not keeping their promises. 

Thea also mentioned the requirement of USD 340 billion to fulfill the goal 

of inclusive and equitable quality education and lifelong learning 

opportunities to all. Growth in private school enrolments, rise of low fee 

private schools, expansion of PPP initiatives in education, and the 

emerging corporate chain schools was shared as interventions for 

strengthening the privatisation of education. Thea spoke about the 

voucher programme, education contracting, and PPP in capacity building 

as the major areas of focus for public private partnerships in the Asia 

Pacific.   

 

The findings of the NCE India study on low fee private schools were also 

shared at the forum. The study revealed that low fee private schools are 

not affordable for the most marginalised sections of society and that they 

are exclusionary in nature. They do not promote equity and broaden the 

gap between the privileged and marginalised sections. The study also 

showed that girls’ participation in these schools is very low. Teaching 

quality is low and teachers suffer the poor working environment. The 

abysmal state of the infrastructure in these schools and their unlawful 

operation were other major findings of the study.  

 

The PPP seminar was organised to develop a future strategy to combat 

privatisation in education. Some suggested strategies that came out of the 

discussions were - 

¶ There is a need for more awareness about public private 

partnerships and privatisation of education.  

¶ The campaign against privatisation should be strengthened with 

stronger and more active involvement of teachers. 

¶ Consultations on the new education policy should be undertaken to 

identify the different dimension of privatisation and a charter of 

demand should be submitted to stop it in any form.  

¶ A Public Interest Litigation should focus on making private players 

more accountable.  

 

The seminar concluded with a consensus that proper implementation of 

the Right to Free and Compulsory Education Act (2009) is the only way 

education can be universalised in India without any discrimination. [BACK] 

ASPBAEs Thea Soriano shared 
concerns related to education 

financing. She highlighted that South 
Asia is amongst the lowest spenders 

on education globally. She also 
stressed that there is a fall in donor 
contributions since 2010 and that 

donors are not keeping their 
promises. 

http://www.aspbae.org/
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Addressing the Tata Institute of Social Sciences on 
education policy and development in Asia 
13 August 2015, Mumbai, India 

 

ASPBAE President, Robbie Guevara, was invited by ASPBAE member, 

the Centre for Lifelong Learning (CLL), Tata Institute of Social Sciences, 

for an interaction with its faculty and staff. The interaction focused on 

updating the CLL faculty about the growing opportunities to conduct 

research on lifelong learning, especially given the fact that lifelong learning 

features prominently in the soon-to-be approved Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs). 

 

Furthermore, Robbie Guevara and ASPBAE Executive Council member, 

Naomi Kamijo, were also invited by the MS Gore Policy Research Group, 

run by the students of the School of Development Studies, TISS, to share 

their thoughts on Education Policy and Development in the Asia Pacific. 

Naomi spoke on education for international understanding, sharing her 

experiences from her work on development education in Japan, and 

Robbie spoke on, ‘Breaking the Silence: Reflections on the UN Decade of 

Education for Sustainable Developmentô. 

 

The Centre for Lifelong Learning, though one of ASPBAE’s recent 

members, has already been involved in various ASPBAE programmes. In 

this year alone, it had hosted and co-organised the Compare Writers' 

Workshop, the Training for Transformation Internal Review meeting, and 

the Basic Leadership Development Course (BLDC) 2015 Course 

Directors' meeting. [BACK] 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Vietnam coalition conducts strategic planning 
20 August 2015, Hanoi, Vietnam 

 
The Vietnam Coalition for Education for All (VCEFA) held its strategic 

planning meeting (2016-2018) in Hanoi, involving coalition staff, Board, 

and members. The event began with looking at the global education 

context in a presentation given by ASPBAE’s Helen Dabu summarising 

the outcomes of the post-2015 education agenda discussions and 

processes, particularly on the commitments made in the Incheon 

Declaration signed by governments during the World Education Forum 

(WEF) in Incheon, Korea. Helen also shared the main objectives and key 

focus areas of the Civil Society Education Fund (CSEF) initiative for the 

next three years.  

 

A summary of the context of the national education coalition was 

presented by VCEFA’s Board President, Mr. Tran Xuan Nhi, to guide the 

coalition in its advocacy planning. This context was anchored on the 

current education reform that is being undertaken by the Vietnamese 

government which identified the challenges in education in the country, 

such as the need for strengthening the lifelong learning framework of 

ASPBAE President, Robbie Guevara 
(second from right, back row) and 
Executive Council member, Naomi 

Kamijo (extreme right, back row) with 
the Postgraduate Student Policy 

Research Group at the Tata Institute 
of Social Sciences (TISS), Mumbai. 

Participants of the VCEFA strategic 
planning meeting in Hanoi. 
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Coalition members affirmed that 

VCEFA needs to, amongst other 

things, engage the government on 

education financing; ensure that 

teachers are fully supported by the 

government to deliver good quality 

education; and ensure that 

marginalised sectors are able to 

access and enjoy good quality 

public education. 

 
 
 
 

Vietnam’s education system, improving infrastructure, and looking into 

how education achievements are evaluated.   

 

Coalition members suggested and affirmed various focus areas that 

VCEFA needs to look into in the next three years, such as the following: 

¶ Engage the government on education financing, particularly 

public financing of education 

¶ Look into the situation of teachers and ensure that they are fully 

supported by the government to deliver good quality education 

¶ Build better evidence of the achievement of education goals and 

targets, especially based on post-2015 education commitments 

¶ Ensure that marginalised sectors, such as people with disabilities, 

are able to access and enjoy good quality public education; that 

the government can come up with an achievable plan to respond 

to the different and particular needs of people with disabilities 

¶ Advocate for the government education agenda to give equal 

attention to informal and non-formal education  

¶ Sustain engagement with the government on current education 

reforms - ensure that it will address issues of education quality 

and equity in Vietnam; that relevant information is shared by the 

government before implementing any education reform or plan; 

ensure that there are reforms in education management and that 

there are relevant learning assessment tools in place to 

comprehensively measure education achievements   

¶ Sustain VCEFA’s partnerships and networks from the national, 

regional, and global levels which will provide a platform for the 

coalition to learn from and exchange experiences with the 

different civil society organisations advocating for education 

 

Since VCEFA was selected as a coalition for a case study in the evaluation 

of the current CSEF phase, VCEFA staff also summarised the initial 

impressions and insights shared by the independent evaluator on the work 

of the coalition in the last three years. [BACK] 

 

Photo credits: Some photos used in this Bulletin have been sourced from the internet and belong to international 
NGOs, networks, and individual photographers. 

For more information on the ASPBAE Bulletin, please write to Medha Soni, ASPBAEôs Information and Communications 
Coordinator, at medha.aspbae@gmail.com 

 

ASPBAEôs Helen Dabu gave a 
presentation at the VCEFA strategic 

planning meeting on the global 
education context. She also shared 
the main objectives and key focus 

areas of the Civil Society Education 
Fund (CSEF) initiative for the next 

three years.  
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